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Hurgbly offer d to the | 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor, Kc. 


* „ 


EE PD LESS is it to ſuſpend your 
Lordſhip with a long Train of the 


* 


ſeveral Reaſons might be given for 
Echos uſhering theſe Papers into your 
Hands. The Right of Truth and Reli- 
io gion, with the Solemn Appeal your 


Tordſhip has made to the Conſciences, and Common 

Perſe of the Chriſtian Laity, arè alone ſufficient Apo- 

llogies. Common Senſe, My Lord, is what the Lait 
themſelves may juſtly pretend to, and therefore, I 


ope I may madeſtly venture, with due Deference 
to your Lordſhip's Character and great Abilities, 
to preſent to your Lordſhip's View ſome things of 


that kind, which have occur'd to my mean Obſer- 
The Se wo 1 


The exact Parallel between idiots, Lunaticks, and 
the Popiſh Line, is plain and irtefragably Clear, 


——— —— — &]. r̃ xXx 2 


——ů — — — — PRI__y 


| 
| 
| 


W 


K e 
4 
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Common Senſe, in which I purpoſe to addreſs 
your Lordſhip with that becoming Diſtance, that 


Exact. | | 25 og. i 


(a) 


has been zum d over ſo 4 and oppor s 'd to ewery —— 
fo often in your Loraſhi chat c. an 
longer ſure be deemid Revolution, ; 

and unalterable Principle; and I muſt 15 far Con- 
cur with your Lordſhip, as to think he chat. ſhould 


n the leaſt pretend ro-diſpure it 5 cannot ak in al wl 


Claim to even Common Senſmee. 7 
Lo 

Thus far then I am ſo . SA to agree] _ 
with your Lordſhip ; but your Lordſhip having] 
not expreſs d your Self, ſo peremtorily aſſur d in the] ev: 


Two other Branches of your Diſcourſe, . I humbly] fic 


preſume to lay before your Lordſhip ſuch Points,] dil 
as in my preſent mean Apprehenſion carry in them the 
ſome Difficulty, and are not perhaps ſo clearly ex- fib 
preſs d, as your Lordſhip on a Review Four ſelf} Ep: 
may be enclin'd to win. dee 
Lo! 
I ſhall not, My Lord, in this Controverſy deter-] me 
mine my ſelf by the unwarrantable Heat of Now-| rhe 
Farors, whom too gc a Senſe of Suffering ſeems] do 
to have precipitated into ſome raſh and injudicious Po 
Expreſſions, but humbly preſent to your Lordſhip 25 


ſuch Thoughts as at preſent Occur to my bare 


your Lordſhip's rais d and ſacred Character in the! 
Church, and en Endowments neceſſarily? | 


In order to this, then J ſhall not enter at oreſdne ſtr; 


| Into a particular Diſquiſition, of the Nature, and] hir 


Extent of the particular Deprivation of the Non- mi 


Jurors as declar'd in the Act of Parliament; nor in} Los 


the leaſt enquire how Compatible this is with our Fat 

Conſtitution ever ſince the Reformation, becauſeſ| 

I humbly conceive what { would offer to your} _ 

Lordſhip, will be — included W the] Ch 
1 | onſi- : 


: * - 
. * 
|; - 
4 7 
\ 3 * 
4 » * ; 
b | 
, 4 | 


| Conſideration of that general Principle; which 


your Lordſhip is pleas'd more immediately 10 reſt on, 
and inculcate to your Reader, wiz. That every Civil 


Government bath a Right to every thing neceſſary for itr 
own Defenſe and Preſervation. In the Application of 


which general Principle I am fo unhappy, either 
to miſtake, or elſe very much to differ from your 


| Lordſhip. 


For though, 24y Lord, I am very ready to ownyg 
every Act of Treaſon, committed either by Eccleſpa- 
ficks, or Laicks, in or out of the Exerciſe of their 
diſtinct Character, or Offices, comes directly under 
the Sanction of the Civil Power; yet I cannot poſ- 
fibly conceive how the bare Exerciſe of either the 
Epiſcopal, or Priefily Office in general, can be inclu- 
ded under ſuch a Principle. To be particular, Ay 
Lord, in thoſe Inſtances your Lordſhip is pleas d to 
mention. To preach Rebellion, and to pray to God for 
the Deſt ruction of our rightful Civil Fower , may no 


doubt be juſtly puniſhed as Treaſon by the Civil 


Power; but to adminiſter the Sacraments of Bay- 
tiſm, and the flely Euchariſt, cannot, I bumbly con- 
ceive, on the Principle your Lordſhip has laid 
down be ſo eſteem'd. So that my Satisfaction, 
I had rather your Lordſhip's Syllogiſm had been 
thus formt... an] 


Whatever is neceſſary to the Prefervation of a 


Civil Government, or the Hindrance of its De- 
ſtruction, is included in the Notion of it. But to 
hinder effectually its profeſs'd Enemies for ad- 
miniſtring eicher the Sacraments of Baptiſm, or the 
Lord's Supper, is ablolutely neceſſary to its Preſer- 
Fenn 15151 | 2 2900 „ 


Therefore, this is included in the very Notion of 
Ciril Goverumen e. al 


{ 


(4) 


In this View, My Lord, though I readily granted 
your Major, yet I could not admit fuch a Picture 
of a Minor; and the Reaſon I give is, plainly this, 


That ſuch Exerciſes of the Epiſcops/, or Prieſtiy Office, 
are not at all inconſiſtent with the Preſervation of 
Civil Government. 8 85 


Your Lordſhip will not, I think, contend that 
the -proper Uſe, and the Abuſe of theſe Offices, are 
equally Criminal; becauſe that were to confound 
the eternal Reaſon and Diſtinction of the Nature 


of Things, and would indeed make all the Clergy 
obnoxious to the Civil Power; nor can I humbly 
conceive bare Non jurancy (no further than it 


ſhews it ſelf in Acts of . Treaſon and Rebellion) 
at all vary the Caſe; it may, I own, juſtly make 


the Civil Power jealous of their Services, and as 


juſtly deprive them of ſeveral Civil Advantages and 


Encouragements, which flow alone from its Boun- 
ty; but why it ſhould be made a Reaſon to de- 
prive them of their Orders, I cannot in the Reaſon 


and Equity of the Thing, in the leaſt compre- 
hend. | | | 


| But your Lordfhip argues their Principles and 


; Conſciences will lead them to preach Treaſon and Rebel- 
lion, and therefore entirely Silencing them is the 


moſt effectual Way of ſecuring the State; but, My 
Lord, if the Penalties of Treaſon and Rebellion 
will not Silence them, (to which no doubt they are 


ſubject in ſuch a Caſe) it can't be imagin'd ; bare 
Deprivation will be more effectual. All therefore, 


Ay Lord, as appears reaſonable in this Caſe co me, 
is, that Crimes ſhould have their proper Punifh- 
ments, Treaſon be puniſh'd as Treaſon, whoever 
is guilty of it; and no more Mercy ought to be 
ſhown to a Clergy-Man who is a Traytor, than a 


Lay- 


4 3 „ ; 
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Civil Puniſhment on a Perſon regularly Ordain d | 


| (s) 
Lay-Man. This the Laws of God, che Doctrines 
of our Church, and the Statute Laws of the Land 
allow and encourage; and Common Senſe muſt, 
I think, agree this is not only a more effectual, but 
a more proper way of Securing the State, than 
what your Lordſhip contends for. WW 


Think not, A/ Bud, I am of a Nature ſo 
— ny to plead for Blood, and Scenes of 
Slaugh 


angheer ; but Jam free to o that Treaſon in a 


1 


Clergy- Man as your Lordſhip expreſſes it, is made 
ten times botter by Religion; and in fpight of all the 
kind Regard your Lordſhip may be tempted to 
think I have for the Non- jurors; if Treaſon be the 
avow'd Reſult of the Non - jurors adhereing to 
the Popiſh Line, whenever this Charge is legally 
made appear againſt them; ſuch is the Regard I 
have for the 'Publick Goo; ſuch the juſt Awe and 
Reverence I haveifor a rightful Civil Power, that in 
Spighc of the native Softneſs, and Timoroſity of 
my Temper, I muſt acknowledge tis highly Ne- 
8 tis highly Juſt, they ſhould receive the 
Puniſhment of Traytors. | WE. 


Believe me, My Lord, there is nothing in my 
Principles, no, not 'in the ſecret Receſles of 


my Soul, that is an Enemy to Civil Power. 1 


firmly believe it of Divine Inſtitution, Ordain . 
God, not only for the Good of Society, (as your Lord- 


ſhip ſeems fond entirely to confine it) but alſo very 


often for the Tryal of our Patience, Faith, and Afi- 


ance in him; and theſe, My Lord, if well conſider d, 
are for the Good of Society too, at leaſt are con- 


ducive to the eternal Salvation of our Souls. This, 
My Lord, is truely and really my undiſſembled 


Faith; but, yet, I believe it ſtill but a C. vil Power; 


it may Baniſh, it may put to Death, or inflict any 


il 


(6 


in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, but it cannot deprive 


him of his Orders. Thoſe Orders, I mean, he de- 
rives from our Lord Jeſus Chrift alone, Such Or- 


ders were thofe the Apoſtles exercis'd in their 


Time, and ſuch the Primitive Biſhops of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, when their Office claſh'd with the 
known Laws of the Civ.“ Powers then in Being. 
Not, indeed, at all inconſiſtent with the welfare of 
the Civil Power, but fo then eſteem'd, My Lord, 
and condemn'd, and punift'd accordingly... And 
this Notion I have not implicitely imbib'd from 


Dr. Hicks, or any other ſuch warm (and as Freatly - 


think ſometimes inconſiderate Writer) but from 
the Original and Divine Patent of their Miſſon; 
which all the Power on Earth could not rigbtfully 
diſanul, I have obſerved your Lordſhip your ſelf 
formerly aſſert, That“ Eccleſiaſtical Perſons were 
appointed by God for one Purpoſe, and Civil Magi- 
frates for another; and in thoſe Purpoſes it has ever 
been my Opinion they both derive their Miſſion 
from God, and cannot, at leaſt ought not to Claſh 
with each other. UE» Iren 


But not to neglect any thing your Lordſhip is 1 
pleas'd to oppoſe to this, nor wrong the Beauty of 


your manner of Expreſſion by a mean and imper- 


fect Recital, I ſhall humbly preſume co tranſcribe I 


your Lordſhip's Words. 


e Now (ſays your Lordſhip) all this is nothing 
e but playing with Words. For what is this De- 
* privation, to which the Civil Power pretends 

* 4 Right; but, in truth, and in reality, as much 

„e 4 Civil Puniſhment, upon a Civil Account, as 


de any of. the Others? Remember, that the Sup- 
By | 4 poſition 


„ 


* 


* Conſiderations to the Biſhop of Exeter, SC» 


A 
— 


A 


4 7 » = 

t poſt tion here, is allow'd by theniſclyes of aRight- 
« ful Civil Power. This Rightful Civil Power 
« therefote makes a Law; that all Eccleſtaſtical Pet- 
« ſons, refuſing to give Security of their Allegi- 
i ance (which is known to ariſe only from att 
« Obligation they think themſelves under; of zca- 
« louſly Vacherin to a conittary Power, and . 
t (ing bibi, ſhall not Exerciſe their Ecclefi 
« oof Offices, to the Ruin of this Civil PowWer. 


«fo ſay that the Civil Power may Impfiſdn, r 


tt may Baniſh them, or the like, but not t6 46 
oc ths is to ſay, That the Civil Power only 
« chuſe any Puniſhment but the moſt Extreme: It 
te is to ſay, The Civil Power may impriſon an 5 
« clefiaſtic, totally, but not pärtigliy; "May Bani 

te an Eceleſiaſtic out of the whole Kingdom, bit 

&© not out of a Part of it. For what indeed, and 
* in Effect, is this particular Deprivation of al 'Ec- 
on clefiaſtic, but a partial Impriſonment, as it is ahi 
ce Hindrance from the actual Exetciſe of his Fun- 
« &ion? What is it but a partial Baniſhment from 
« his former Station in the Publick Afemblics ? 


op OF. 


The calling this Deprivation a Thouſand Tiries 
* over, alters not the Caſe at all. All the World 
* knows, that the Sort of it, we are now fpeakirig 
7 © of, was no other than this; a Law of the Su- 
7 © preme Civil Power, acting upon a Civil Bot- 
„* tom, for the Preſervation of the whole, cl4im- 


te ing only the Power of that Preſervation, and 
« of Defence againſt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as 
ce well as others; and chuſing this Method, ra- 
© ther than the Extremity of other Methods: Well | 
© knowing that a Right to the Greater includes 


" * the Leſs. Fake 46 49. 


_ Why, My Lord, muſt this ba call <q nockivg 
but playing with Words? Does not the Act that 


deprives them reach not only their Perſons, but 


their 


theix very Office, as. Miniſters of the Goſpel ? Is 
it not argu d by your Lordſhip yourſelf, that the 
Act of Deprivation extends to their Spiritualities, 
as well as Temporalities, and that they are thereby 
depriv'd of their Function as Miniſters, as well as 
Dignities, as encouraged, and protected by the Ci- 
vilPower? And whether theA& mention'd by your 
Lordſhip may be ſo very extenſive. I will not en- 


uire ; but your Lordſhip muſt needs know by a 


ſubſequent Act, it is made Criminal for any Non- 
juring Miniſter to Baptize a Child, or Exerciſe any 
other. Part of the Sacerdotal Office. And, what, M 
Lord, can this mean but Deprivation, in the mo 


ſtrict and genuine Senſe of the Word? Your Lerd- | 


ſhip may call this a Partial Impriſonment, or Ba- 
niſoment; but as long as the Perſon is at Liberty en- 
tirely on one ſide, and may if he pl 

fame Place he did previous to the Act; and only 
his Office is ſtruck at by the Act, I cannot ima- 


gine what ſort of Deprivation this can be taken for; 


but that which deprives the Subject of it of his 
whole Miſſion as a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 


eaſes, live in the 


therefore cannot I humbly conceive, without con- {0 W 


founding the Senſe of Words and things, be call'd 
a partial Impriſonment, or any thing like it, but a 
real and total Deprivation of their Miniſtry, which 

ought to be founded upon an Eccleſiaſtical Bot- 
tom, if there be any ſuch thing, as a Diſtinction 


between Eccleſiaſtick and Civil. 


I know your Lordſhip argues this Power in the 
Civil Sword from the Greater to the Leſs, and that 
it is in its Power to chuſe the particular Methods 
by which it will puniſh Delinquents and preſerve 
itſelf. This, My Lord, I entirely agree to, if the 

. 5 Method 


o 
n 


—— — „ Ar. 


Preſervative againſt Nonjurors, P. 48, 49. 


AS», 
Method of Acting in which it proceeds be of a 
Civil Nature: Ir is not doubted in the leaſt, that 
the Supreme Civil Power has Right to determine, 
whether a Criminal ſhall be Hang'd, Baniſh d, 
Impriſon d, c. But yet, My Lord, it ſeems to 
me out of the rightful Power of that Supreme Civil 
Magiſtrate acting (as your Lordſhip expreſſes it) 
on a Civil Bottom, to deſtroy or diſannul the Office 
of a Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſas : For though I am 
very free to own the Civil Sword may very juſtly 
$ Chaſtiſe the Man; yet I hope when it is ſeriouſly - 
conſider d, it will not be deſir d by any Chriſtian. 


Civil Power, in the leaſt , to meddle with the 


„ 


{| Some I am very ſenſible will think this Diſtin- 
ction between the Man and his Office too refin d, 
and Metaphiſical, and would not give a Pin (as 


- they term it) for Roaſting a Parſon without having 


the Pleaſure of throwing his Orders or Office into 
the ſame Fire: But you, My Lord, have formerly 
ſo well diſtinguiſh'd between an * Office of Divine 


Yoſtitution, and the Perſon that Exerciſes that 


Pffice, that though you allow the one to be Cut 


Fo Pieces for the Good of Society; yet the other 
Pour Lordſhip yourſelf allows to be Sacred and 


E1rrefſtable. This then, My Lord, is what I directly 
| Fadmir in the Caſe of the Clergy ; their Perſons 


are Obnoxious to the Civil Power for the ſame 
Reaſons of State, as the Laity ; but their Office 
being of Divine Inſtitution, can only be taken. 
away by thoſe who are by the ſame Divine Inſti- 
tution appointed for that Purpoſe: And the Reſult 
of my whole Meaning is, That both the Eccle/ia- 
cal and Civil Power are of Divine Inſtitution, 1 


4 x „ —_ 
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the Sroruers, our Religion is indeed nothing but a 


60 


by chat Inſtitution determin d in their proper |} be 


* ” 


Bounds, ſo that as the Ecclefiaſtical Power muſt upon || ex 
no Account intrude into the Province of the. || fic 
Civil, neither ought the Civil Power to wrelt | 
_— is purely Ecclefiaſtical or Spiritual out of its 


Tou / ſee, y Lord, I am very ready to admit: 
every Degree of. Treaſon is aqually within the Authority | un 
of, the Civil, Power: But, My Lord, the bare Exerciſe }} a | 


of the Chriſtian Prieſthood is neither Treaſon nor. | Je! 


. 


Rebellion: "Tis a Part of its Office to bind Obedi- pre 
ence on the Conſcience, and therefore the.Exer- |} Qi 
ciſe of this Office cannot be either the Ruin, r 
Trouble, of any Civil Power. If ſome, who are in- 
veſted(;with this Sacred Office, abuſe it to the da 
Purpoſes of Treaſon and Rebellion, as it is a perſonal pu 


Action, fo let them perſonally ſuffer. for it. And | |, 
as they thereby juſtly bring themſelves under a 


Civil Sanction, let them bear, M Lord, a Civil © ful 


Penalty; 3 however, let their Orden ſtill ſtand un- of 


touch q by La- Hands, leſt it be ſaid in the Seat of 


Trick of Stats; and you really now do. ſel your. Br. 
A — , oi noon oY --+ 


- Your . Lordſhip, I, think, cannot in Reaſon ex- 
pect a Lay-Man ſhould run with, you through | 
the perplex d Mazes of Science: the, different 
Drefles your Lordſhip is pleas d to, give to the One | _ 
Sylogiſm,, or Topick, of, Self-Defence in the Civil} - - 
Power, may I ſuppoſe, be juſtly paſs'd, over, if the | thc 
Senſe of what they contend for may be taken into, | do 
one general View: For, I believe, to uſe your | 
Lordſhip's own Expreſſion, Turn it over à Thouſand | 1 
Times, and the Argument can amount to no more than this, | the 
That it is abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation | fine 
of the State, that Perſons diſaffected to itz ob! 


\ _ * 


( 11 ) | 
xr be hinder'd by force totally from Preaching, or 
on. || exerciſing any other Part of the Sacerdotat Of- 
MI |. omar i Rn 
its. But this, My Lord, I muſt humbly inſiſt to be 
eee 


Firſt, Becauſe it doth not appear to me to come 
under the Limits of the Civil Power to prohibit 
a Perſon, regularly Ordain d a Miniſter of Chriſt 
Jeſus, or the 8 from Preaching, or any other 

On. „„ F ****Vß 


© Srcondh, Becauſe the Civil Power may abun- 
dandy. and very juſtly both preſerve itſelf, arid - 
puniſh Offenders of this Kind many other Ways. 


a f| | In the Proſecution of theſe, T ſhall not only 
vil fully lay before your Lordſhip my particular Senſe 


n- of each Particular, but have a proper 9 


} 


of yet more regularly conſidering what your Lor 
dip has offer d to the contrary in the Second 
Branch of your Lordſhip's Diſcourſe. 


— — — 


zution, © Thar the Right of Exercifiug, or Executing 
6e the Office of à Biſhop in any particular Dioceſe, 
* ariſes originally from the Nomination of the 
King. Pag. 33. 5 = 


6 ik 41 7, 


This, My Lord, I am very free to acknowledge; 
and that all Biſhops may juſtly on their Knees (as 
your Lordſhip after aſſerts they do) ſolemnly and de- 
woutly acknowledge, That they had, aud beld their Big | 
ricks, and Poſſeſſions of the ſame entirely, as well the 
_ Spiritualities as Temporalitiet thereof, only of the King. 
Majeſty, and of the Imperial Crown f this his Majeſty's 
Realm. But, My Lord, all this Humility, and Ac- 
knowledgment, can, I humbly conceive, amount 
to no more than this, viz. That they hereby freely 
own, That the Protection, Licence, and Encourage- 
ment they had to Exerciſe their Spiritual: Funfion, 
with all the Endowments, Dignities, and the like 
_ annexed thereto, was an Act of Free and Royal 


— 


Bounty, and as fuch acknowledg'd by them on their 


Knees: And it, by your Lordfhip's Saying, by their 


Spiritualities, Nothing leſs can be meant than the Relati-' | 


on between them and the Church, or Chriſtian Clergy, and 
People of that Dioceſe, to which the King had nominated 
them, is only meant ſuch Licence, Protection, and En- 
dowments ; all which were ſubf, quent to their Conſe- 
cration, and ſo as given by the King, might be again 
reſum d by him, when he faw a proper Occaſion : 
This I readily admit (by which your Lordſhip may 
ſee I give up the Scheme of ſome of the Modern 
Nonjurors) But, My Lord, if by this Acknawledg- 
ment, your Lordfhip would infer them to own 
they deriv'd their Epiſcopal Office, properly ſo call d, and 
thus diſtinguiſh'd, I can't but think your Lordſhip 
the only Biſhop that ever took the Words in that 
Senſe; becauſe this, My Lord, were not only to give 
up the Original and Divine Inſtitution of their ce 
but the very Doctrine of the Church of England itfelf d 
5 whic 


(13) 


—_ which expreſly, in her Book of Ordination, 4 
I is evident to all Men, reading Holy Seriptures, aud 
ſe, ¶ antient Authors, That from the Apoſtles Times there' bas 
he been three Orders in the Miniſtry, Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons ; which cannot ſure be true, were theſe 
Orders in her Opinion derived from the Civil 
Powers: And therefore it muſt be extreamly ſur- 
prizing, My Lord, to ſee you conclude a Point of 
this Nature with the following Worgs. .- 14 


« From hence it follows, that the BW 
= red General Principle of the Nonjurors, cannot 
poſſibly help the Cauſe of thoſe Biſhops; who, 
by their own ſolemn Acknowledgment, coul 
not but believe (whatever they thought of the 
* Power then in Poſſeſſion) that the rightful Civil 
ce Power was veſted with ſufficient Authority to 
« deprive them: Becauſe, whatever they belicy'd 
a thomſcives to hold ſolely from that Civil Pow- 
er, they could not but believe they might be 
« depriv d of, by the ſame Civil Power: That is, 
« according to their own ſolemn Oath, the Spi- 
< ritualities as well.as Temporalities, of their re- 
« ſpective Dioceſes. 1 recur. 1 
i * with all my Heart, My Lord, 8 think i it is 
high Time! Let it be peculiar to Hobbs, or any 
Body, but ſuch as our Lordſhip, to ſpeak ſuch 
Things as theſe ! The Office of a Biſhop ſolely 
Y | deriv'd from. the Cirit Power, and own'd ; . nay, 
n | ſolemnly ſworn to be ſo by themlelyes. Such Words 
3” as theſe, now ſpoke by a Biſhop !. I leave our 
Enemies to pen. the reſt with Pleaſure ! 


pP Pardon me; My Lon but there are in the World 
ir | ſuch People as Deifts; Men who think (or at leaſt 
'E || would have others think ſo) your Lordſhip knows 
„ full well, all Religion was in the Original a Juggle 
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n 
of the State; and would take more Pleaſure in 
Parſon, than Fox Hunting, were the World but utt- } © 
der their wife Adminiſtration : And ſhall the bare t 
Pleaſure of confounding a Set of People ſour d by “ v 


Affliction, almoſt fond of Confeſſorſhip ; and how- {© 1! 


ever willing, unable, to Hurt ! Shall, I ſay, ſuch “ © 
as theſe extort Things from your Lordſhip's Pen, . V 
that will be Meat and Drink to the Wits of the =I 
Age! No, My Lord, St. Auguſtin himſelf wrote a C 
0s... 


VVV — 40 

Tour Lordſhip, I think, has not advane d any F* © 
other Medium, with Regard to the Conſtitution of H. t 
our Church, than what you are pleaſed to infer F. b 
from the Recognition made by the Biſhops in the p 
Words before preſented : And as no other Plea of 8 
this Nature has been us'd by your Lordſhip, permit X 


me to obſerve, Nothing that looks this Way has 
offer d itſelf to the poor Theory my common Senſe and 
has provided. 'The Reign of King James II. has It. 
preſented fomething of this Kind; but the Exceſſes 
of his Adminiſtration will not, I think, be allow's | 
by your Lordſhip to be urg'd as a Precedent. He C 
(as Hiſtory informs me, for my Age will not write 
co-temporary) did order Dr. Compton, Lord Biſhop 8 
of London, to ſuſpend that, afterwards very Reve- i 
rend Prelate, Archbiſhop Sharp, for ſome ungrate- Or 
ful Truths were ſpoke by him in thoſe ſad Times: 
But as his Application was to his proper Ordinary, e 
and his Deſire only amounted to Suſpenſion, this 
cannot be made a Parallel to Total Deprivation. 
The Right, My Lord, of declining even this pe- 
_remptory Command, however ſeem'd inſiſted; I. P 
and the Biſhop of London, by his Practice, prov'd | * 
the Determination in Fact ſolely in his own Juriſ- “ ſc 
diftion. The Article of our Church, My Lord, a- 
bout Civil Magiſtrates, ſeems particularly to ward | 
againſt a Power of this Nature. 1 
| | | Whereas] * 


05) 


un- © Whereas (as that expreſſes it) we attribute to 
dare , the Queen's Majeſty the chief Government, by 
| by ]“ which Titles we underſtand the Minds of fome 
ow- © fſlanderpus Folks to be offended: We give not to 
ach “ our Princes, the Miniſtring either of God's 
den, “ Word, or the Sacrament ; the which Thing; the 
the Injunctions alſo lately ſet forth by Elizabeth our 
te a Queen, do moſt plainly teſtify, But that only 
* Prerogative, which we ſee to have been given 
| always to all godly Princes in holy Scripture, by 
any f God himſelf ; that is, That they ſhould rule all 
n of f Eltates, and Degrees, committed to their Charge 
afer by God, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Tem- 
the poral; and reſtrain with the Civil Sword, the 
off Stubborn and Evil Doets. ö on 


has # Here, My Lord; ſuch a Mixture of Eccleſiaſtical 
nſe [and Civil Power, as your Lordſhip ſeems to con- 
has tend for, is intirely coridemn'd by the moſt Public 
es and Authoritative Voice of our Church; and à bare 


d Puggeſtion of this kind is charged by her, as only 
He Calumny, and Slander, and deſign'd by her Ene- 
rite ies to blaſt her Reputation. She does indeed, 
z0p {Wow her Princes a Power to Pariſh or Reſtrain all 


FEvil Doers, whether they be Ecclefraſtick Perſons, 
r Laicks : But then this muſt only be done with 
the Civil Sword; which ſurely is not the Caſe of 
gentire, and total Deprivation in a Clergyman. _ 


* I know, your Lordſhip obſerves, That this 
« * Notion of Intermixing Eccleſiaſtical and Civil 
“ Power, in Matters not of a Civil Nature, is 
ved!“ what ſeems to you, to have caſt a Cloud over 
riſ- © fo many Underſtandings. And really, My Lord, 

A ö not with- 


ä — SEO 


Aa Oo i= 1 TT 
eas * Page 69, 70. 


it yet. For, My Lord, whatever Pretence of Re 


this we ſhall more fully conſider hereafter. 


your Lordſhip, ſeems to me impoſſible. For ſuch 


his own Epiſcepal Commiſſeon, as of the Civil Power: 


(16) 

notwithſtanding all your Lordſhip has afterward: 
offered to clear this, 'tis ſtill ſuch a Cloud to m 
Underſtandiag, that I can't poſſibly ſee through 


ligion, a Fifth Monarchy-Man may make for openl 
avowing, or endeavouring to overturn all Civil Go 
vernment; it certainly is but a bare Pretence, anc 

what Religion has no more Reaſon to encourage 
than the Magiſtrates it threatens or attacks: Or 
whatever Pretence any regularly commiſſionee 
Miniſters of the Goſpel make for Preaching Rebell. 
0n, and Praying againſt their rightful Civil Power ; it's 
as certain, they are not commiſſion'd ſoto do: And 
tho' it is indeed the Buſineſs of the Church to cenſure 
and puniſh them, as Lying, and Falſe Prophets; yet 
no Doubt ont, the Sate may inflict ſuch Penalties 
on them, as they were juſtly obnoxious to, were 
they mere Lay-Men. But nothing of this Nature 
My Lord, can reach their Office, in ſuch Uſe of. it as 
is not at all Criminal, or incompatible with the 
Safety of the Civil Power: Nor does there appear] 
any Neceſſity in the Civil Power to deprive ſuchi 
.a Clergyman, in order to its own Security. But 


Your Lordſhip goes on: © The Exerciſe of the 
« Epiſcopal Office, is a Matter primarily, of an 
« Eccleſiaſtical Nature; but the Exerciſe of the 
Epiſcopal Office, to the Deſtruction of a right- 
ful Civil Power, e3 cf a Civil Nature, Cc. 


Really, My Lord, the Caſe, as here ſtated by 


1 


0 


A 


* 


* 


an Exerciſe of the Epiſcopal Office, your Lordſhip 
here is pleaſed to mention, is as much an Abuſe of 


And, this your Lordſhip yourſelf afterwards grants, 
by mentioning it, as always inſiſted on by our 
ED greate 


& jon, 


| (C171 1 
to mySreateſt Divines, that the ' Chriſtian Religion, 
Fonſequently the Miſſion of its Biſhops, had nothing 
n it inconſiſtent with a Rightful Civil Power: And 
herefore, Nothing of this Nature can ever reſult 
rom the proper Exerciſe, but only the Abuſe of the 
Epiſcopal Office. e en i 


: Ou I don't greatly like Repetitions, but I hold my- 
onedlelf oblig'd to wait on your Lordſhip. © Suppoſing 
hell. T the Civil Power (as your Lordſhip goes on) not 
; it'g to have this Right of Deprivation) then it muſt = 
And be true, the Miniſters of the Goſpel have a Right 
to be exempt from the Civil Power, in Caſes 


nſure 

; yer which affect it in the tendereſt Parts, and which 
tieF are therefore of a Civil Nature: Or in other 
were Words, have a Right to ruin the Civil Power, 
ture F (for that muſt. be the Conſequence) and to ſet 
it ad up themſelves in its very Place, and make them- 

| the ſelves truely, and effectually the Civil Power. 
pear s | * 2 | 
o W Lord, I can go no farther. To do ſo, is, I 


on, a plain confounding two Rights, as diſtinft as 
Neaven and Earth, and can only make this ſhort 
Inſwer for the Eccleſiaſtical Power ; That is, It is 
the hot in her Miiſſion at all to claſh with the Civil Pow- 
" an&: So when ſhe does not exceed her Miſſion, the 
the Fil Power can conſequently have neither Right 

zht-· For Neceſſity, to meddle with her. 1 


Forgive me, pray, My Lord, ſome Quickneſs, 
hen I am in a Circle; becauſe then common Senſe 
uch! apt to be giddy. Thus far it appears to me, we 
hipfre agreed, the Eccleſiaſticul and Civil Power are 
» of@iſtint, Diſtinct (by your Lordſhip's Suffrage in 
ber: The Church, of England) as Heaven and Earth. I 
ts, H ould now bring this Controverſy to a more par- 
dur kticular View ; and enquire whether the Depriva- 
teſtion, or that ſort of Deprivation (which your 

as G2: Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip pleaſes) now contended, belongs properly cc 
to the Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Power. ce 


cc 


1 muſt own I have obſervd your Lordſhip} « 
wholely as it were confine the Deprivation to a 


Civil Senſe, and that the whole Reaſon of it is 


upon a Civil Account, ſuch as Preaching Rebellion, fic 
praying jor the Deſtruction of the Rightful Civil Power, on 
and the like; and when. your Lordſhip is pleas di an 
to take it in a more. extenſive View, you touch it it 
ſoftly, and mention it only as included, or the th 
Conſcquence of ſuch no doubt very regular pro- be 
ceeding of the Civil Power; but, My Lord, what w 
I would humbly 'propoſe, is, whether by the Con-. ju 
ſtitution of our Church, the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
may be prohibited hy the Civil Power, to exerciſe 


ſuch Parts of their Sacerdotal Office, as are the Genuine, by 
Divine, and Unalterable Effects of it? I would not in 
be miſtaken, I ſay the Queſtion is not whether they in 
may preach Rebellion, or pray for the Deſtruction, or D 


Ruin of the rightful Civil Power, ; but whether they 
may Adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 


Lord's Supper, or any ſuch other neceſſary and eſentia/ O 
Parts of their Sacerdotal Office; and notwithſtanding of 
all Prohibition by the State, a Right properly ſo w 
call'd does not belong to them of this kind? IF fo 

Your Lordſhip is pleas'd in Anſwer to this to ti: 
ſay, viz. | | | th 

| Ja: 

& I ſhall only add, That they who think thus, an 
« will find hard to prove, that they themſelves} ly 
« have a Right either to blame the Nonjurors for is 


« doing what according to themſelves they have] H 


© a right to do, or to joyn with thoſe who have 


© been {ct up in Oppolition to their Biſhops and 
« Clergy, whom they thus acknowledge to have had 


. manifeſt] 


$S: > = 

zerly ll <© manifeſt hazard of the Publick ; and a Right 
« not to be controll'd by that Right which the 
« Supreme Power hath to all Things neceſlary to 

ſhipf © its own Defence and Preſervation. 


it is I have already, My. Lord, in ſome meaſure con- 
lion, fider'd what your Lordſhip is pleas'd to call, The 
wer, ¶ one undoubted and undeniable Principle of Self-Defeuce, 
as di and ſhall hereafter have farther Occaſion to attend 
ch it it ; but what I would at preſent obſerve, is, that 
this Anſwer is not ſo Satisfactory, as might juſtly 
be expected, and ſeems only to fright the Queriſt 
with what may be infer d from it by the Non- 
jurors. My Lord, J am very far from approvin 

the Modern Practice of Separation carry d on, an 

ſo warmly (I had almoſt ſaid foolifhly) inſiſted on 
by them, becauſe I am very well ſatisfy'd, even, 
in their own Principles, it is not at all neceſſary 
in the Laity, and whatever the Validity of Lay- 
_ Deprivation may be, I think the Conſideration of 
the Peace of the Church a ſufficient Reaſon for even 
the Clergy to ſuſpend, at leaſt, the Exerciſe of their 
Office, when they cannot Exerciſe it without a Breach 
= of this Kind. This perhaps may not readily. paſs 
with them, but it may ſerve however ay 
ſomething to your Lordſhip, though ſuch a pro- 
per Right ſhould: be inſiſted on as. before men- 
tion d. And as to. the neceſſary Conſequence of 
their being totally depriv'd by the Civil Powers 
juſtly exerting itſelf in the Reſtraint of their, or 
ys, any others preaching Rebellion, & c. I muſt free- 
Ives} ly own, I can't at preſent ſee it till your Lordſhip 


for 1 to explain yourſelf yet farther on that 
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(20). 


* 


Eaſy were it, I believe, My Lord, farther, and 
yet more fully to prove that the Deprivation of a 
Clergyman by the Conſtitution of the Church of 


England is not lodg'd in the Civil Power ; and I 
can't but with ſome Pleaſure obſerve, that your 
Lordſhip does in ſome Meaſure, at leaſt, admit it 
in theſe Words. LTH | 


« And therefore, (ſays your Lordſhip) though 


ce it may be ſaid (I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip means 


e juſtly ſaid) that Deprivations upon other Ae- 


© counts muſt be perform'd by a Spiritual Autho- 


ce rity ; yet certainly it cannot be prov'd by any | 
« Eccleſiaſtical Principles this fort of Deprivation 


« muſt be ſo. 


Its not being, My Lord, to be prov'd by any Ec- 


clefiaſtical Principles, that this Deprivation ſhould 


come under a Spiritual Sanction, is what I ſhall 
leave the Nonjurors to remark on; to me it is 
ſufficient to infer, there can be no ſuch thing as a 
Regular Deprivation by the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England, without the proper Sentence 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Power. 


Paſs we from the particular Conſtitution of our 
Church to the Holy Scriptures (which the Order 
of theſe Papers lead us next properly to conſider, 
what your Lorſhip has infer d from the Nature 


and Ends of Civil Government coming more pro- 


perly under the Second Reaſon laid down). I ſay, 
paſs, we to Holy Scripture, and the Deprivation 
your Lordſhip here contends for in the Civil Power 


muſt yet ſeem more ſtrange. I am very far from 


inſiſting, 


- 
4 * 
* 


. 


Page 64. | 


Fa 


(ay). 

inſiſting, My Lord, that the Goſpel any where ex- 
empts any Perſons from the Sanction of the Civil 
Power; no, undoubtedly every Soul, Eccleſiaſtick or 
Laick, are commanded to be ſ#bje&# to it; but 
when I conſider that we owe all our Religion to the 
Exerciſe of the Function of the former, notwithſtand- 
ing the repeated and moſt poſitive Prohibition of 
the Civil Power ; when I conſider that thoſe very 
| Apoſtles who ſo particularly preſs our Obedience 
to the Civil Power, yet thought it their indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to exerciſe their Function, as Miniſters, 
maugre Stripes as well as Prohibitions, againſt their 


© ſo doing; it muſt be ſurprizing to ſee your Lord- 


ſhip ſay ſuch independency of the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel from the Civil Power, © Is as far from the 


« Sound as the Meaning of the Goſpel. Page 66. 


Tis high Time now, My Lord, to have done 
playing with Words; and if your Lordſhip by De- 
privation, means only a Deprivation from Civil Privi- 
leges, there is none diſputes it with you. Dr. Hicks 
himſelf, your Lordſhip owns, allows every Thing 


of that kind that can be contended for. The De- 
Merivation therefore in diſpute cannot be of this kind, 
Poithout your Lordſhip diſputes with the Wind; 
Put if common Senſe, and Matter of Fact can 
determine, it muſt relate to a total Deprivation of 
their Office (which. though your Lordſhip ſeems 


all along induſtriouſly to avoid ſpeaking out in ſo 
many Words, muſt be your Meaning, if you have 
any Meaning at all) your Lordſhip may call De- 
privation a Term of Art, or what elſe you pleaſe; * 
but the plain Senſe of it is what your Lordſhip in 
another Place calls, A taking away, or hindring of the 
Exerciſe of that Function, which before they had a Right 
to exerciſe, This is the Sort of Deprivation all 
muſt mean, I think, My Lord, that mean any 
thing, and is what I would humbly propoſe my 

| | oubt 
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Done to your Lotdſhip concerning the Validity 
_ ; 


The Goſpel! your Lordſhip is pleaſed to men- 
tion, as entirely ſilent in this Particular, as if our 
Bleſſed Lord had never mention d to his Apoſtles 
the Oppolition their Miniſtry ſhould meer with 
from the Civil Power. Did not he tell them he ſent 
them forth us Sheep in the midi of Wolves, and conti- 


nually Lecture them on the Miſeries, their ſteady | 


Exerciſe of their Miniſtry would bring upon 


them in this World? Were they not, notwith- | 
ſtanding all that could be done of this Nature, to | 
Proſelyte and Baptixe all Natiogs; though, for ſo do- | 
ing they were treated, and charg d, as if they turn i 


the World upfide down ? Did they not meet with Re- 
proaches where-ever they came? One while they 
were Sedition, and Peſtilent Fellows, another Guilty 
of Herefie, Enemies to the Great Goddeſs Diana; eve- 


ty where deſtltute, afflicted, tormented, yet ſtill oblig d 
to continue their Office, and in this Senſe to ret. 
the Civil Power even unto Death. The Apoſtles, | 
My Lord, wete deptiv'd often enough by the 
Civil Power, could that have voided their Fen- 
ction; but they were Strangers to ſuch a Depri- 


vation. 


But Example will render this yet more intelli-| 


pe: when St. Peter and St. John were conven'd 
efore the Coũncil, for preaching through Jeſm the 
Reſurrection from the Dead; we find after the Council 
had order'd them to withdraw, they came to this 
Reſolution, That the Doctrines they had preach- 
ed ſhould ſpread no further among the People, they de- 
termin d ſtrictly to probibit them preathing any more in the 


Name of Jeſus Chriſt. Upon this they call'd them 


in, and (as the Text expreſſes it ſelf) commanded 
them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the Name of 
Jeſs. 8 | The 


dity ( 23 P, 


The Apoſtles to this give their full and peremp- 
nen- tory Anſwer in an expoſtulary Manner, Whether 
our (/ they) it be right in the Sight of God, to hearkeu 
ſtles auto you more thau unto God, judge ye, Acts IV. 2, 
vith 17. 18, 19. . 1 ON, 


nti- Here, My Lord, I think is a plain Inſtance of 
ady the [nvalidity of Lay-Deprivation ; for if it Gere as 
your Lordibip contends, lodg'd in the Civil Power, 
ith- the Apoſtles were bound by Virtue of this Peremp- 
, to ory and Authoritative Prohibition of the Council, to 
do- Whave ceas'd for ever after, proſecuting of their, Mi- 
#1 d © niſtry ; and if their Deprivation did really commence 
Re- from this Sentence of the Council, all the following 
hey ¶ Exerciſe of their Miniſtry was in the Nature of it 
ilty & Null and Void, and that Miniſtry which Chriſt had 
eve- ¶ ſo fully promis'd ſhould continue to the Eud of the 
ig d Horld, with his Church, was deſtroy'd in its Ju- 
eff: ¶ fancy, and the very Miſſion convey d down to us 


les, from the Apoſtles themſelves, was Void and Legal, 
the Hand only an Honour, or Gift,. once lodg'd in the 


hurch, but taken away almoſt as ſoon as given. 


Nor will the alledging the peculiar and extra- 
Pordinary Miſſion of the A poſtles, any thing conſi- 
elli- N derably vary the Caſe ; becauſe ſuch Deprivations 
nd of the Civil Power, were continually thunder'd a- 
the] gainſt their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry, for ſeveral 
nci] hundred Years after. What their Sentiments were 
this in the Point, the very little of Chriſtianity, even, 
ich- in this Age clearly proves; and tis to be hop'd 
de- the Faith and Conſtancy of ſome, would ſt ill 
2 he bravely continue, were they never ſo much either 
zem || betray d, or openly oppos d. 17 


e 1 had not, My Lord, expatiated thus far in a Caſe 
The fo very plain, had not your Lordſhip fo directly 
1 N71 >——NDO 
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1 ; 

oh pronounc'd the Goſpel entirely filent in this particu- 15 
M lar; I am now by the Order of your ! ordſhip 
5 ; Diſcourſe to confider the Inſtance your Lordſhip 5 
. has propos d from the Old Teſtament, in proof of 70 
ly”  Lay-Deprivation. pies 80 
4 th There your Lordſhip obſerves. © That Solomon, 8 
Va «© upgn an Account meerly Civil, relating to his "ak 
15 < own Right to the Crown, Thruſt out Abiatharſ i 
wo. Tem being Prieſt unto the Lord: And the fame Solo el 
15 & mon put Ladock the Prieſt into his Room, 1 Kings 2 5 


© 27, 35. That is, Solomon depriv'd one of the 
* Exerciſe of his Function, to which he had been 
appointed, according to the Inſtitution of God 
* himſelf: And the ſame Solomon appointed anothen 
ce to ſucceed him. What can be a more expreſs Pa 


— 


R ow 


“ rallel than this, of the Supreme Civil Power : 
© depriving one Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, and putting n ; 
© in another, upon the ſole Conſideration of the hi 

e Intereſt of the State? Page 66, 67. Your Lord 


e ſhip adds in another Place, This Inſtance of 55 
% lomon is a plain Inſtance of Kings having not on 


h a Power of Impriſoning, Baniſhing, Execu 55 
* ting and the like, but of Depriving. Page 71, Has 
It would be rather to amuſe and perplex, that — 
explain the Difficulties of the Text, to enquire in „ 
to the wild Conjectures of ſeveral Writers hereonf _ 
All that ſeems neceſſary in the preſent Controver to 
ſy, is to enquire whether it were really an Act o Py 
| Deprivation that is meant by the Words, Thruſtin 7 
Abiathar out from being a Prieft of the Lord; or oni ev 
a Baniſhment not only from the ufual Place o th 
Abode of the High Prieſt, and an Eccluſion fron he 


the Civil Privileges, were annex'd to that Office} . 
in the Jew, as well as now in the Chriſtian Nat 55 
tions? The latter of theſe ſeems to me the mol 
probable Senſe of che Pailage For the he 
* | * | | fix | 


ſixth Verſe ſays, And unto Abiathar the Prieſt ſaid the 
King, Get thee tb Anathoth anto thine own Fields, for 
3 thou art worthy of Death, but I will not at this time put 
q 11 "rhe to Death, becauſe thou beareſt the Ark of the Lord 
: c God, before David my Father, and becauſe thou haſt 
— been afflified in all, wherein my Father was afflifted. So 
Solomon thruſt Abiathar out from being a Prieſ of the 
| TAGS Lord. That 1s, took away trom him thoſe Endow- 
0 hig ments the Crown always beſtow'd on their Per- 
ar har ſons, and baniſhd him his immediate Preſence, 
> 85/5. becauſe he knew him conſpiring with Adoni)ah, his 
"> - Welder Brother, againſt the Crown. This feems to 


2 f _— 13 92 2 
fu me the meaning of the Paſſage, and that it was 
beer not a Total Deprivation of his Function, becauſe 
God he is expreſly mention d in a following Chapter as 


one of Solomon's Prieſts. The Words are theſe, And 
Benaiah, Son of Ihoiada, was over the Hoſt * and 
Zadock and Abiathar were the Prieſts; which would 
not, I humbly think, have been ſo expreſs'd, were 
a Total Deprivation of his Function meant, by 
his being thruſt out from being a Prieft of the Lord. 


other 
s Pa 
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But ſhould it be admitted this Proceedure of So- 
lomon did amount to a Total Deprivation of the Prieſt= 
hood, or Function of Abiathar (which is no where 
as I can ſee expreſs'd in any of the Hiſtory) yet I 
cannot but think this Prince and his Father ſuch ex- 
traordinary Perſons, and acted often by ſuch an In- 
Ws mediate and Divine Impulſe, that their Actions are 

not to be advanc'd into a general Rule. We ought 
to conſider in them, the Prophet was joyn'd to the 
Prince; and Solomon had ſo many, and particular 
Divine Orders with Relation to the Temple; that 
even this Action of his is mention'd not only as 
the Puniſhment of Abiathar's Treaſon, but alſo that 
he might fulfil the Word of the Lord. For the 
whole Verſe your Lordſhip refers to, runs thus, 
So Solomon thruſt out Abiathar from being a Prieſt 10 
ee - _ the 
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the Yor: That bs might 7 Alfi the Word of the Lord, 
which he ſpake concerning the Houſe of Eli in Shilo. So 
that this particular A& of Solomon is mention'd as 
immediately under Divine Direction; and there- 
fore J humbly conceive it can't be an evident, and 
direct Parallel, as your Lordfhi p repreſents it. 


It would ill Pecome d me, My Lord, to be] eremp- 
rory in any thing your Lordſhip i is pleas d to di- 
ſpute; but thus much your Lordſhip yourſelf on 
a Review, will, I am apt to think, be inclin'd to 
grant, that it is at leaſt do! ubtful, whether it really 
Was 4 Deprivation, or no, in the Senſe here con- 
tended ;, or if it were, tis equally the ſame, whe- 
ther it were an Act of Solomon's under immediate 


Di vine Direction, either of which muſt excecding- 2 


1y take from the force of your Lordſhip's Argu- 
ment, and render it at leaſt uncertain, whether the 
Paſſage at all concerns the Queſtion i in debate. For 
My Lord, as to baniſh is allow'd on all ſides an Act 
properly of the Civil Power, ſo nothing of that 
Nature, can be made a proper Medium to prove 
Deprivation to be the ſame. And tis, I think, 
My. Lord, inſiſted by all Caſuiſts, That an Acti- 
on under Immediate and Divine Diretſ jon, or when 
the Cafe is ſo much as diſputed to be extraordina- 
ry, ought never to, be urg'd as a general Rule. In 
all ſuch Caſes, I hambly conceive, tis an allow'd 
Method to apply to other Paſſages of Holy Writ, 
where ſuch Tranſa&ions are mention d, arid ſee 
what Senſe is there put upon them, and of this kind 
Corab, ra, and King Saul, are very diſcouraging 
Inſtances, of the tal Intruſion on the Office of the 
Prieſthoed. But as the Oeconomy of the Jewiſh 
and Chriſtian Church may be ſaid to differ; it ſeems 
beſt foe der us to btermin'd by the Practice of the 
A poſtles in this particular, and what that was the 
Inſtance of St Peter and St. John with many 2 
0 


— 


( 27 ) 


of the ſame Nature which might be produc'd, are ſo 
clear, and undeniably Plain, that to add any thing 
further, were entirely trifling and unneceſſar. 


I would only obſerve one Thing more to your 
Lordſhip (which, tho' I have mention'd it before, 
may not have reach'd your Notice) And that is, I 
do not in the leaſt diſpute the Civil Powers having 
a Right, on Juſt Reaſons, to deprive them of all the 
Civil Advantages they enjoy under its Adminiſtra- 
tion. And ſuch J efteem the Dioceſe, ' Revenues, Ho- 


ours, &c. of the Bifbops ; which, as they are all 


ubſequent to their Conſecration, and ſo no Parts 
pf their Orders, as they were given by, may no 
doubt be reſum' d again by the Civil Power. Nay, I 


am far from contending, that the Civil Power may 


ake away, what your Lordſhip obſerves it never 
gave, eben their very Lives; and yet J am not ſatiſ- 
ty'd it can take away their Orders, ſo as to make 
hem, in a proper Senſe, ceaſe to be Biſhops. I am 
cry ſenſible ſome of our Modern Non- jurors, will 
think me very large in my Conceſſions; and ſeem 
o have no Notion of 4 Biſhop, without a Dioceſe 


nd its Revennes: But when I conſider the fr, 


nd beit? Biſhops had no ſuch Thing as à fix d and 


Wettled Abode, I can as eaſily form an Idea of a 
Proper Biſpop without a Dioceſe, or any of its gilded 


Appendages, as without the Title of à Lord, or 
Peer of the Realm; both which I think alone to flow 
from the very proper and juſt Bounty of Princes, 
ſince Chriſtianity has made them ſo happy, as to 
aſcend their Thrones. So that did your Lordſhip 
only contend for the Civil Power's taking away 
thoſe Privileges, and conſequent Capacities of em- 
ploying them ſometimes to its Damage, I had not 
given your Lordſhip this Trouble: But your 
Lordſhip's making Deprivation, as twere to Commute; 
or change Hands for other proper, and ſometimes, 

no 
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drawn from the Nature, and Ends of Civil Govern- 


Offenders of this kind many other Ways. 
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no doubt, juf?, Civil Penalties, is what I humbly 
conceive, My Lord, is confounding of two Powers, 
as diftinft as Heaven and Earth. tor Tabs. 


Jp 


Theſe, My Lord, are the Reaſons chiefly induc'd 
me thus toAddreſs yourLordſhip, with regard to the 
firſt Branch of your Lordſhip's Diſcourſe, in which, 
I have humbly propos'd my Diſſent, with a parti- 
cular Regard to what your Lordſhip has been pleas d 
to offer from the Conſtitution of our Church, and. 
ſuch Inſtances, ..or rather, Inſtance, which your | 
Lordſhip has been pleas d to produce from the holy 
Scripture. But as your Lordſhip ſeems more im- 
mediately to depend on thoſe Arguments you have 


ment, I think my ſelf yet further oblig'd to wait 


on your Lordſhip, in what you haye preſented of 5 
that kind; which brings me to the ſecond Reaſon Fe 
| Secondly, Becauſe the Civil Power may abundant- an 
y, and very juſtly, both preſerve itſelf, and puniſh _ 


This, My Lord, muſt appear from the Conſidera- 
tion of there being Nothing in the regular Exerciſe, 
of either the Epiſcopal or Prieſtiy Office, that is incon- 


ſiſtent with the Security of the Civil Power, This has ip 
ever been inſiſted on by your Lordſhip's own Suf- 3 , 
frage, by our Greateſt Divines; and therefore No- 4 
thing of that Nature can render it neceſſary, that — 1 
there ſhould be ſuch an Interpoſition. Particulars, bot: 


My Lord, may be uſeful to make this plain to Com- 


mon Senſe ; but the very Hint alone is ſufficient to P 
your Lordſhip. The meaneſt and moſt ſuperficial G1 

Underſtanding, will readily comprehend, that the hy 
bare Preaching of the Mord of God, and Adminiſtring o 
the Holy Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, ors 


Caln told 


. ĩ˙ 

Vers? can never be underſtood to claſh with the Intereſt, 
or Safety of Civil Government; but in their whole 

Nature and Tendency, highly contribute to fix and 

py Sk eſtabliſh it, as much in the Conſciences, as Fears of 
Mankind. And your Lordſhip's known Zeal for 


VER any thing of this Nature, would not admit you to be 
3 of a Function that is at all incompatible with it. In- 


and deed, what can the moſt fertile Malice ſuggeſt to 
abe in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, that will bear ſo much 
as the Shadow of ſuch a Pretence? As all its Mi- 
holy niſters are, or ought to be, Ambaſſadors of the Prince of 
* Peace A Prince, who when he was on Earth, de- 
n clared Hs Kingdom not of this Morld; So it hath al- 
ern ways been the juſt Boaſt of the Chriſtian Religion, 
1 of that it advanc'd no Principles, but what were as 

much for the Intereſt of Civil Society in this World, 


aſon as the eternal Peace of our Souls in that to come. 

Nor does the Church, happily planted in theſe 
ant. Kingdoms, leſs enforce theſe Truths. Both Tables 
1: were happily united by the Church of England, and 


with Her, it was never thought a Contrad iction, at 
once to Fear God and Honour the King. What then, 
RM) Lord, can render Deprivation of her Miniſters 
ecceſſary to the Security of the Civil Power? What 

fs it can make it of late ſo very jealous, of even the 
Funktion itſelf? Every Miſdemeanour of this kind 
in them, is as much a baſely Betraying, and giving 
up the Dofrines, they are oblig'd by their 'Miſfon 
to inculcate, as the State they wrong thereby; and 
they are as equally Apoſtates from the one, as Re- 

bels to the other. 8 


Beſides, My Lord, it has ever been the peculiar 
Glory of the Church of Exglaud, not only to Teach 
the Contrary herſelf, but to Condemn every Ten- 
dency of this Nature, whether it came from Rome, 
or Geneva. This, My Lord, we. have been ſo often 
told, that none can be inſenſible of it in this Nation. 

'Tis 


Compoſitions of all her Genuine Clergy : Moſt cer-| 
Jul Civil Power here in England, and muſt conſe: 
the Security of the Civil Government. 
notwithſtanding the Truth of all this, yet ſuch if 
the preſent Turn of ſome Clergy-Mens Minds 

| ſent Civil Power; and their Miſtake in the Applica 

tion is of equal Importance to the Civil Government) 
as if they were immediately led thereto by thei 


is the leaſt the Civil Power can do, for its own 


(39) 


Tis fo evidently plain and undeniable, that your 
Lordſhip's greateſt Adverſaries have thought fit 
themſelves to acknowledge it: And therefore, My} 


Lord, it muſt ſeem ſtrange, that your Lordſhip ] 
ſhould reſt on the. Neceſſity of their Deprivation, on theſſlhs 


Account of the Civil Power; becauſe in this Caſe, 
it is able to condemn them out of their own Mouth. 


Your Lordſhip, I am ſure, need not be told, this 
is as much condemn'd by the Publick, as Private 
Voice of our Church. Of this the Homilies of our. 
Church ſtand as evident Monuments, as the private 


tainly therefore, nothing of this Nature can ren- 
der the Clergy in their Office formidable to any Right-| 


.quently conclude your Lordſhip miſtaken in the: 
preſent Neceſſity of their Deprivation, in order to 


J am very well aware it will be ſuggeſted, thaf 


that they think it a Duty to preach againſt the pre 


Miſſion ; and therefore the taking away their Miſſio 


Security. 


But this, My Lord, is what I can by no means 


concur in; becauſe the taking away the Miſſion, i uc / 


not ſo properly a Puniſhing of the Miſtake, as thꝗ L 
Principle or Function, from whence this Miſtake i ins 
fafely concluded; and the Man who perwverts o 

adder his Function by this means, is let to —_ 


(42) 


your while the Function itſelf, thus perverted, and abuſed; 
ht fit Heems to ſtand alone the Crimiuaa. 

5 My 1 1 | 1 nns vim} 1051946 2115 
dſhipf I know not how metaphyſieal ſuch Diſtinctions 


xs theſe may be thought by ſome, but I cannot 
e put think it founded in the Nature and Equity of 
he Thing -; that only which: ends, fhould be 
unith d, and the Offence here only lying in the 
Make, and not the Function, the Penalty ought 
o be ſo order'd, as alone to reach the Miſtake, di- 
f ourWingaifh'd from the Function; and if they can be 
ivateſſp diſtinguiſh'd, they ought in Juſtice and Equity 
cer- to be, and conſequently there cannot be an ab- 
ren · Natel. Neceſſity to blend them together. 

111.2 tept 3 300 
onſe· 
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ivate 


And this, My Lord, will appear the more intelli- 
rible, if we deſcend to ſuch Particulars, which 
our Lordſhip is pleas'd to mention in this Con- 
roverſy. To preach Rebellion, or Pray for the Deſtru- 
ion, or Ruin of the Rightful Civil Power, will, My 
thaWord, I believe be conteſs:d: on all Sides, to be an 
ch i uſe, or at leaſt Miſtale, of the Miniſterial Functi- 
inds ; and ſo conſequently not to be charged on the 
pre uc jon: For otherwiſe, ſuch '2 Miſtake in one 
lica{W-rgmman, muſt equally affect all; which, I think 
ment may be pofitive, your Lordſhip won't admit. 
theinW herefore in Order to an equitable Proceeding 
i ioifgainſt the Perſon who makes this Abuſe, or 
ow tate of his Function, is it not neceſſary (if practi- 

able) to diſtinguiſh this Aluſe, or Miſtake, from 
is Function; and while the one is puniſh'd as 


1eanWicked and pernicious, the other ſhould be left an- 
on, i uc /i d, nay, commended and approv'd of, I ſay, My 
s the Cord, is not this Equity, and founded in the HB 
abe i inctions of Good and Evil? I am perſuaded your 
1 OLordſhip will not deny it. bu „O 
cape | 
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its Choice, and either relax or heighten its Rigours 


Orders; and it muſt be allow'd, thoſe Ways are 


(632) 

To bring this Home then in the Application to 
the preſent Caſe. Cannot this particular Abuſe, or 
Miſtake of the Nonjurors, in Preaching Rebellion, &c 
be puniſh d without depriving them totally of the! 
good and innocent Exerciſe of their Orders? To ſay 
it can't, My Lord, is to aſſert the Civil Power has 
no other Way to puniſh a Clergyman, but that off 
Deprivation ; but that he may have the ſame. Civil 
Penalties inflicted on him as another Man, is al. 
low'd on all Sides; therefore ſuch a Depri vation 
can be neither right nor neceſſary. 


But you, My Lord, are pleaſed to think this ig 
binding down the Civil Power to the extremeſt Me. 
thods ; and therefore you contend for their being 
deprived by Way of Commutation; for thoſe 
Penalties, the Statute Laws of the Land would in Ye 
fli& on ſuch male Practices. 


But, My Lord, has not the Civil Power a vaſſf 


Variety of Civil Penalties, with which it may make 
as it ſees proper Reaſon ? If the Civil Power doe 
not think fit to Hang, or Baniſb, or Impriſon ſuch 
an Offender, can it not Fine, or barely withdrawſ 
ſeveral Civil Priviledges from him ? It will not 
ſure be contended, that the Civil Power can't help 


itſelf a thouſand Ways, againſt the Attempts off. 
any Clergyman, without depriving him of his * 


a thouſand Times more effectual to all the Purpo 


ſes of Civil Power; conſequently the one un 5 
doubred, undeniable Principle of Self. Defence. 
muſt be uncertain and precarious in the preſent . 
Application, and appear ſo even to common Senſc. 


"CJ 


I proceed now, My Lord, to the Third Branch of 


ion toFoour Lordſhip's Diſcourſe, in which I am free to 
uſe, or own, the ſtrange and modern Monopoly ſome of 
on, 8&cour Nonjurors have made of all the Sacerdotal Po- 
f theller, and Privileges, which Chriſt has given to his 
o ſay Church, ſeems to me as wild and extravagant, as 
et had our Lordſhip has pronounc d: But yet I can't 
nat offfibut think the Blaſphemy and Abſurdity your Lord- 
Civilſſhip is pleas d to charge on ſuch a Claim in the 


Prieſthood in general, is what ſtill admits, of ſome 
Difficulty. Your Lordſhip here indeed, ſeems to 
xpreſs yourſelf ſomething more looſe and  uncer- 
ain, than in other Parts of your Book: But as 
hat is inſiſted on, is apply d to the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood, and the whole Authority there men- 
Ition'd in it, is rejected, and ſpoke of with an Air 
Jof Contempt, and Diſdain, I muſt own myſelf 
yet farther ſo unhappy, as to diſſent from your 
E Lordſhip. You are pleas'd to ſay, | | 


« When they would alarm you (as their Fellow 


vaſt! | 
nake ' Labourers the Papiſts do) by telling you that you 
ours cannot hope for the Favour of God, but by the 


ſtricteſt Communion with their Church; (which 
is the ſame true Church of England, govern'd by 
Biſhops in a regular Succeſſion) that God himſelf 
had hung your Salvation upon ſuch a Nicety, 
ce that he diſpenſes none of his Favours, or Graces, 
ce but by the Hands of themſelves, and their Sub- 


'S oO | 
hi © ordinate Prieſts; that you cannot be authorita- 
arc} © tively Bleſs'd, or Releas d from your Sins, but 

rpo © by them who are the regular Prieſts ; that 
un! © Churches under other Biſhops, are Schiſmatical 


acelt © Conventicles, made up of excommunicated Per- 
* ſons, both Clergy and Laity, out of God's 
nc © Church, as well as out of his Fayour: I ſay, 


* when ſuch Arguments as theſe are urged, you 
8 E 2 « need 
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(3+) 
t need only have recourſe, to a general Anſwer 


ce to this whole Heap of Scandal and Defamation, 
* upon the Will of God, the Goſpel of Chriſt, ; 


14 


e You may tell thi fotutely, that 'you have the 
@ not ſo underſtood the Nature of God, who is Pri 

«your Governor and Judge, that you have not — Un 
« leatn'd Chriſt, 'or the Deſign of his Goſpel ; or the 
© even the Foundation of this Part ef his Enurch, or: 
et reform'd, and eſtabliſhd in Euglaud. The follow. Or 
« ing Arguments will jaſtify vou; which therefore Mow 
sought frequently to be in the Thoughts of all, 
„ who have any Value for the moſt Amportantf et 
5. | Points. God is Juſt, and equal, SY 2 

| Indeed; My Lord; 1 ſhould not content «myſelf 
were there Nothing to be ſaid to either Papiſts, or 
Nonjurors, but a general Harangue on the Juſtice, 
Equity, and Goodneſs of God: For tho' Jam very 
far from diſputing any Thing that can be ſaid of Wall 
that Nature; yet I muſt own regular Ordination (for Wwi 
ſo yourLordſhip afterwards has expreſs'd it)aurhori- Wu! 
tative Benediction, Remiſſion, and the like, are Words, 
that to me, ſeem to carry a good old Meaning ; e 
and-lowever, I may condemn their extravagant 
Applications by Papiſts, and of late by Nonjurors; ta 
yet ſtill the Words themſelves ſtrike with Awe. and | 
Reverence. It is not, 1 humbly conceive, at all Mer 
inconſiſtent with the Notion of Ged Almighty's 
being a juſt, equal, and good Being, to ſuppoſe, ine 
that when he left the Earth, and gene up on high, Ni 


he gave Gifts unto Men; ; ſome Prophets. ſoine A poſtles, if 
Jome Paſtors, Teachers, Kc. And theſe Gifts-were ſo MA 
peculiar to one Ser of Men, more than the reſt, a“ 
that an Apoſtle ſeems to make it a Thing impoſſible Ithe 
to be poſle(s'd of any Thing of this Nature, without Wit 
he were regularly admitted thereto.” How ſhall they DI 
Preach l 


(35) 

WPreach (ſays he) except they be ſont, and how ſhall: they 
ear without a Preacher! And for this Cauſe, that is, 
that there might not be wanting à Set of them 
thus qualified, he tells Titus he teft him in Creet, 
N. hat he might ordain Elders in every City. And in ano- 
have ther Place exprefly tells us, That the Chriſtian 
10 is prieſthood was an Honbur that no Man toob of himeIf, 
ot ſo but he that is call d of God, as was Aaron. Whatever, 
therefore, may be inferr'd by Papiſts: Non. Jurots, 
Wor the Advocates of Lay-Baptiſms, againſt a Regulat 
Ordination, and all its conſequent Parts, I muſt 
own, I think, it a Principle, as old as the Apo- 
les, of Divine Inſtitution, and that none but 
erſons ſo qualified, can Authoritatively Bleſs, Ab- 
ſolve, &c. and this one would not have expected to 
be denied by any, but one who can make no Pre- 
enſions of this kind himſelf. N 


ay Nor did the Aſtbr-dpes ek tie Church; e 
this Original Divine Inſtitution of the Miniſtry at 
Il leſs Sacred, and indiſpenſible with Men; not- 
Foithſtanding, My Lord, they believed God to ye. 
- uf, and Equal in all his Ways! The Care thay 
Wy as taken by the Church in all Ages to keep up 
cc of Perſons regularly Ordain d to the Nille, 


ing; 
ant ſo apparent in all Church Hiſtory, that ſuch In- 
ors; tances as Athanaſus's Baptizing a Child, when a 
and Hoy, c. can only argue what mean Shifts the Con- 


enders for Lay-Baptiſm are put to. As it was ever 


ty's Neſteem'd of Divine Inſtitution, ſo it was accord- 
ole, ingly treated with Honour and Reſpect, and not 
gh, Niven up to the Paſſions and Follies of any. A re- 
les, gular and outward Call to the Miniſtry was in no 


Ave, My Lord, deem'd a Nicety ; and though ſuch 
a Streſs may not perhaps be laid on it as to quit 
the Mercy of God, yet certainly where the Uſe of 
out it may be had, to reject it is to reject, even, a 
they Divine Inſtitution;- and he that ſo deſpiſes the regu- 
ach | © lar 
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(35) 
lar Prieſthood, deſpiſes Chriſt himſelf, and him that 
femt him; and though I am very far from admit- 8 
ting this Regularity to conſiſt in what the Non- 
Jurors, of late call a Regular Succeſſion (which ine 


muſt plunge us in inextricable Difficulties, and is 
not, indeed, a part of the Original and Divine In · ¶ſuc 
ſtitution) yet I cannot but think the Regularity Mio 
of the Miſſion itſelf, is a Matter of conſiderable. 
Conſequence, eſpecially when oppos'd to thoſe 
who have no Pretence of that kind. Good Na- 
ture, and a Deſire that all ſhould be ſaved, may lead Wi; 
us to ſome kind Expreſſions towards thoſe, who 
are not ſo happy to be poſleſs'd of theſe Privi - O 
leges ; but all that can poſſibly be ſaid in ſuch a Mir 
Caſe is, People of this kind muſt be left to the an- Es 


nacious of his own Inſtitutions, eſpecially when he 
finds them perverſly rejected. To tell us, That Hi- 
ſtory leaves us at uncertainty, who are thus re- 
gularly Ordaind, is ſhocking and unfair: TheWeur 
World has not ſince the firſt planting of Chriſtia- 


Number to keep up ſuch an Order of Men; and hu 
though particular Incidents may give Birth to 
doubt in ſome; yet it has always been abundantly u 
furnifſh'd to ſupply the Difficulty. To prove a Fact pe 
of this Nature muſt ſure appear needleſs ; tis to Pb 
prove that there has been ſuch Diſtinctions, as the 
Clergy and Laity, ever ſince Chriſtianity, where- Ine. 
ever it has been preach'd, with abundance of ſuchWar 
other Particulars, as carry their own Evidence ¶ſio 
along with them. 8 5 


If the Authority of the Church of England be of pu: 
force, ſhe plainly aſſerts (as has before been ob- 
ſcrv'd) her Three Orders of the Miniſtry to have 


come down to her from the Apoſtles themſelves. iſ tha 
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he Presbyterians aſſert the ſame of theirtwo, tho 
they have no juſt Pretence to either of them ; and 
indeed none but ſuch wild Enthuſiaſts, as reject 


thoſe Divine Inſtitutions themſelves, in which the 


Miniſtry is chiefly employ'd, but what inſiſt on 
ſuch a Thing, as an outward Regular Ordina- 
tion. | 0 e ee n 


My Anſwer therefore, to either a Papiſt, or 
on- Juror, would not be by ſlighting, and ma- 
king light of ſuch a Charge, but by fully inſiſting 
hat the Prieſthood, I joyn, has the ſame Species of 
Orders with themſelves. That this whole Mini- 


ſtry flows from a true Epiſcopate, and though this 


Epiſcopate may be charg'd by both of them with 
Jſurpation, with regard to ſome particular Dio- 
eſes in which it is fix d, and that juſtly too; yet, 

as long as it appears that they were regularly ad- 

mitted into the Epiſcopate, every Thing of that Na- 
ture is entirely Perſonal, and ſo cannot affect their 

Adminiſtrations. This, My Lord, is what I were 
able to ſay, even, on their ewn Principles, conſe- 
zuently I deſtroy their Charge of irregular Ordi- 
ation, even in the very Root of it; and prove 
ur Ordination ſo far from being irregular, (1 
peak as an Ordination) that it is of the very ſame 
pecies with their own; and ſhould every Thing 
hey charge on thoſe who Officiate therein, be 
ever ſo much admitted; yet, ſill as by the Do- 

Grine of our Church, and the Nature of their Miſ- 

ſion, they do not Aci in their own Name, but that 

of Jeſus Chris? ; all their Adminiſtrations are ſtill 
the ſame, as if they were perſonally the moſt 


pure and ſpotleſs Men on Earth. 


But on the contrary, let it be once admitted 
that the Prieſthood of our Publick Aſſemblies, is 
Null and Void, and only Uſurpation, (as in the 
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from the Mercy of God, but it is very certain we 


That except I be born of Water, and of the Holy Gholt; 


our Church expreſies it) believe there are Tuo 


and the Lord's Supper; and this makes me alſo de- 


Contemplatious on his Nature and Attributes. Times 
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Perverſeneſs:.: 4. Man above Ordinances may appear 
mention d in my Lord Clarendons Hiſtory ; but if 


e the. moſt Important of all Points, in Clouds of 


1 


Caſe of our Diſſenters) and we may argue indeed 


cannot from his Promiſes, our Hopes of Salvation. 
An Apoſtate Julian may laugh at the Font, as of 
no Uſe ro the Cleanſing of the Soul; but for my 
Part, I don t love to quarrel with the tated Means ol 
my Salvation, nor by the freedom of my Thoughts, 
expound away the Inſtitutions of Heaven. 

Reaſon it is true, tells me that God is Juſt, and 
Equal, and Good; but my Bible tells me further, 


9 Q o .,a 


8 


ol 


and-except J eat the. Fleſh of tay Saviour, and drink 
his. Blood, I can neither enter into the Kingdom of Heas| 
ven, nor have auy Life in me. This makes me (as 


Sacraments generally neceſſary to Salvation, Baptiſm) 


ſixous of living under a Regular Prieſt hood, becauſe I 
can much more eaſily infer my Salvation from the 
expreſs Promiſes ot God, than the moſt labour d 


of Ignorance indeed Ged wink d at; but to know ar 
Thing to be of Divine Inſtitution, and yet ſlight - 
and neglect it; let who will call this Conſcience, 

or Perſuaſion, it appears to me to be down- right 


out Reaſon does not, our very Senſes one would 
think, ſhould now riſe up againſt ſuch Princi- 

But your Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay, We have 
no Occaſion thus to inſiſt on the Regularity of our 
Prieſthood ; and bid us tell thoſe who inſiſt on it, 
That we have not ſuch Notions of God, as to 
<; think it Conſiſtent with his Nature, to wrap up 


5 | ö * Obſcu- 


(613 


1 Obſcurity and Uncertainty; 1 That in F Fact there 


muſt have been frequent Inerruptions in the 
Succeſſion of the Chriſtian Clergy; That the 
Goſpel layeth no Streſs wy .this, latter, but a 
great 7 of Weight upon things of quite ano- 
ther Nature; That you imitate our firft Refor- 

mers, WhO ſcorn d to take their Claim to the 
Purity of the Goſpel from ſuch Topicks; That. 
you do not put the Cauſe of the Reforma- 
tion, and of, the, Church of England, on ſuch ; 

| but upon- your own being ſincerely perſuaded 
of the Neceſlity of departing from thoſe, who. 
had departed from God, | and ;deſtroy'd the. 
whole Deſign of his Goſpel ; That God and 
Chriſt could not but approve. of this, and there- 
fote could not but approve of thoſe of the Cler-. 
gy; who did at firſt, and llave ſince joyn d in it; 
That you cannot put either their, or your own. 
Eternal Salvation, upon their Regular Ordina: 
tion, or unbroken. Succeſſion from the Apoſtles 3 
becauſe this would be to put it upon the Cheat A 


tion of Men, and not the Declaration of Chri 


and indeed, upon what you may be very, well 


aſlur'd never was. Fege 88, 89. ( bars en 


Indeed, My 108 when I LIFT: theſe Words 
ſpoke of the Chriſtian Prieſthood in general, 
Icy appcar to me ſo very ſhocking and perplex d, 
dat I durſt not truſt my bare Common Senſe in 
e Conſtruction. However, My Lord, the wild and 
rogant Monopoly of the whole Prieſthood by 
apiſts and Nonjurors to themſelves, may be juſt⸗ 
deem'd; yet, ſure, the Chriſtian Prieſthood in 
eneral, is not the Invention of Men, but of Di- 
ine Inſtitution. ; nor can it be any Scandal or, 
eproach to Chriſtianity itſelf, to aſſert it to- 
e ſo; whether your Lordfhip means the Chriſti- 


1 Prieſthood in general, or only the Novel No- 
£ tions 
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tions of ir propagated by Papiſts and Nonjurdrs; 


been able to learn, been inſiſted, on by all, andi 


ed to make ſuch a, Claim to the Purity of the Go 
ſpel. Our firſt Reformers, My Lord, were Mei 


their Adverfaries againſt the Regularity of their 


Impoſition of ſuch Hands, as were ſufficiently im 


was call d Here. They once had them, their 
greateſt Enemies muſt confeſs; and if they madq 
uſe of them to the purging the Church from thoſc 


they made themſelves appear the Miniſters off 


a Regular Epiſcopate and. Prieſthood, as the Papiſts 
« deprivd of, their Miſſon, but only of ſuch Ex: 


State. 


Ca}. 
Your fometimes general Way of Expreſſion, and 
at others particular Application tò their Caſe, ren. 
ders exceeding hard to determine; and ſuch is the 
Deference I have for your Lordſhip, that I will 
not pretend to gueſs, till I ſee your Lordſhip, yet; 
farther explain yourſelf. But that where-evet| 
there is, or has been a Chriſtian Prieſthood, it is, 
and was of Divine Inſtitution, has, as far as I have 


moſt certainly our firſt Reformers were not aſham1 
of Senſe, as well as Goodneſs, and therefore were 
fully ſatisfy d that the Power of Ordination was com; 
mon to the whole Eprſcopate, where-ever lodg'd, 
and therefore were not frighted with the Noiſe o 


Orders, when they knew they had them ſrom the 


power d by Jeſus Chriſt to confer them. There 
was nothing, My Lord, pretended againſt the Or 
ders of our firſt Reformers; but what in thoſe Day 


abominable Corruptions were then crept into it} 


| IR 
a att che ß 


Chriſt Jeſus. The Church of Eng/and was not re 
form'd by Lay-Hands, and could as juſtly boaſt o 


TY 


themſelves. Nor were any of the Popiſh Clerg) 


erciſes which was the Abuſe of it, and deſtructive 
both of the Purity of the Church, arid Peace of the 


* 


'Theſc; 


(4) 


Glory, through the Streams of their honeſt 
Blood. e 5 


1 am ſenſible, with Shame and Horror I ſpeak 
it, tis made a ſort of Faſhion of late, to give up 
the Certainty of our Faith, and Principles of our 
brave Fore-Fathers, in a Compliment to the Ig- 
norance, Impudence, and Weakneſs of our Mo- 
dern Enthuſiaſts and Phanaricks ; and Infallibility 
ol late ſounds ſo ill in our Proteſtant Ears, that it 
muſt not be bore with, even in the poſitive De- 
terminatians of Scripture itſelf. Conſcience, New 
Light, and Reaſon, have reſum'd the Chair of In- 
fallibility, and the Holy Scripture's, but a dead 
Letter with one, and below the Notice of the Man 
ol Parts with the other. e 


This, My Lord, ſpeaks not only Latitude, but 
abominable Licentiouſneſs in the Age; and. while 
theſe People are tickl'd with ſuch ſoft Words as 
Perſuafions, fincere Diftates of Conſciences, &c. and not 
brought back to the good old Rule of the Law, and 
the Teſtimony, we ſhall find them encreaſe upon us. 
There are feyeral e of Perſuaſion, My Lord, 
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the World demonſtrate, there is no getting ſuch 


diſputing the Iujuſtice of judging another, by ſuch 


humane Laws, will not be trifled with at this rate, 


ſuaded may another cry, I owe the Plantiff nothing: 


en the which he will judge the Mold. No cries A | 
| third, If you look for ſuch a Day, you may ok. while 


(40) 
one is perſuaded he muſt he Rich; another, That a 


good Poſt is 4 good Thing, &c. and the Experience off l 


crſuafion our of ſome People. I am far from 


2 Rule as wy wil! not be judg d ty ourſelves ; but l 
hope I may inſiſt on the Scripture, as a Rule by 
which all ought to be judg'd. Our Statutes, our 


I believe ſuch an Eſtate is mine, and J am ſincerely per- 


But. this won't do, My Lord, in VP:ftminſter- Hall; 
nor will it hereafter at the Bar of Heaven; God 
is Juſt, Equal, Good, and Wiſe too, and is not to 
be impos'd on by Pretences. He out of his infi- 
ite Goodneſs has reveal'd himſelf to Mankind; 
3nd . whatcver, may be ſaid of thoſe, who have 
not been ſo happy to have read his Will; thoſe | 
chat have, can have nothing to offer. Do this, ſays 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, in Remembrance of me. No ſays 
the Quaker, I am wot perſuaded of that. Theſe ſhall go 
away into everlaſting Puniſhment. No ſays another, 
Tbat ſavours of Mahometiſm. God has appointed a Day 


our Eyes drop out. And all this, My Lord, if you 
will believe them, is ſincere Perſuaſion; ſo that at 
this rate, a Man might be perſuaded out of every 

.... Cn 


Perſuaſion therefore in this Caſe, as well as all 
athers, is to be treated as a Sham and Cheat, and 
where the Goſpel is propos'd, we may conclude 


with an Apoſtle, If it be hid, it is hid tb them that i. 

are loft, whors the God of this IVorld has blinded their r 

Aﬀings, &c. This, My Lord, ſeems to me a ſafer iſ 

Way gf concluding, than by flattering every Vil- er 

in; who has a Mind to make a Cain of his ourward i 
Fre” +: Ep a EY * Godlinels, 


? 


lain, 
Ly 
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Godlineſs, with the Pretence of the Honeſty of his 
UHntentions, Sincerity of his Perſuaſion, or any o- 
ther ſuch modern Method of confounding the Di. 
inctions of Game and Evil. JT 


at q 
e O 
ſuchf 
rom 


ſuch 


ut 1 Your Lond is pleas d to give two Reaſons for 
by eſolving all Religion into what you call an hone## | 
our pr jucere Perſuaſion ; © That our Church, and every 
are, Ie Proteſtant Church in the World, may not be ab- 
Per- ſolutely condemn'd ; and that the equitable Law 
: may appear evident beyond Exception, of xot 
all; judging others by a Rule, by which we always 


vod refafe to be judged our ſelves”. Page 87 
t to 


. 


int- But, M7 My Lord, when the Holy Scripture itſelf i is 
nd ; ade the Rule, as the Articles of our Church plain- 
ave Wh aſſerts, or Religion is not reſoly d, as your 
aoſę Mordſhip contends, into a bare Dy oo but pro- 
ays Wrly and ſtrictly into what that determines; and 
ays ¶ cannot be call'd Judging by a Rule, we will not 
go i judg'4 by our ſelves; but honeſtly propoſing, and 
her, ſiſting on a Rule receiv'd (or which at leaſt ought 


be receiv'd) by all, which ſure can't but be deem- 
ſtrictly agreeable to the exacteſt Law of Equity. 


ET his, My Lord, appears to me highly neceſſary 
be mention'd, That the Chriſtian Religion in general 
ght not be concluded, uncertain in its dernier 
ſort, and ſubje& to Scepticiſm; and that the Faith 
our own Church in particular, might be reſolv'd 
o the infallible Certainty of the Holy Scriptures 
-mſclves. Nor will this; I think, be at all con- 
ded to be the Senſe of our beſt Divines, in all 
ir Debates with the Church of Rome; and how- 
er, the has been able to take Advantage of the 
> Freaks of our Enthuſiaſts, and Free- thinking 

ppticks ;. here has been always their faſt Hold, 
a neither the Pomp of precendes Wenn the 
Kant 


( 44 ) 


Ram of Phanaticiſm, nor [mpudency of o open Infide- 


lity, could ever make them retreat. To the Law, 
* aud to the Teſtimony, if a Max eat en, he 1 er 
uo Light in him. 


The Difference, I bumbly conceive, between us was 
and the Church of Rome, is not whether there be | © 
= uch a Thing as Infallibility, but where it is lodg d? 
They (ay, in the Church ; We, the Holy Scriptures ; W © © 

which all intelligent Proteſtants have ever aſſer- 
ted to be ſo in all its Determinations. But, this 
1 have formerly largely * inſiſted on; and ſhall 

not therefore trouble your Ledde 5 with the Re- 
petition. 


Thus far, My Lord, 1 have humbly propos d my 
Thoughts, of what you haye been pleas d to ſay 
of the Chriſtian Prieſthood in general, and lightly 
touch d ſome Points, occaſionally mention 4 by 
your Lordſhip : I proceed now to wait on your 
Lordduip, in what you have been pleas'd to offer, 
with Regard to ſuch Exerciſes of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood; as are more particularly mention d by 
your Lordſhip, as follows : 


e Authoritative BencdiQion i is another of the 
© Terms of Art, much uſed by our Proteſtant Ad- 
2 verſaries, and others, who follow them too cloſe: 
ce ly; in which they claim a Right to the Cler: 
* gy, in one certain regular Succeſſion, of Blei- 
" ſing the People. If they mean no more by this 
<<. than that being appointed, in. an orderly man- 
cc ner, to-officiate in the Church, it is part of thei 
Office to declare, out of God's Word, u pot 
£ what Te 'erms he will 8 his * to on 
i * - ans 


k * 
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aud Miſtakes, about them, cati abſblutely 
bw -errainly Bleſs ſome, vr wit hold a Fay 


—_ 7 

ce ans; or to expreſs their own Heart Wi tes and 
« Prayers, for the People's obtaining ttar Blef- 
« ſing, this might be underſtood: But to claim 4 
« Right to ſtand in God's Stead, in ſuch Senfe, 
« that they, with all theit Infrmities, Preju 


* {;9m others; and that God Almighity hath obti- 
oecd himſelf to Bleſs, or not to Bleſs, with theif 
vi Voice alone: This is the higheſt Abſutdity, 28 


4 it's putting a Power, which nothing but Infalli“ 


* bility can ſupport, into the Hands of Men, re- 


« maining Weak and Fallible; and; as I think; the 


cc higheſt Blaſphemy, as it ſuppoſes Almighty Got 


© to place a Set of Men above hiniſelf; and ro pat 


cc out of his own Hands; the 08 of His own 


Bleſſings and Curſes. 


4 The fate you wil ſind a ſufßclent erb- to 
te their preſumptuous Claim, to an authoritative 
«* Abſolution. An infallible Abſdlution cannot 
ce belong to fallible Man: But no Abſolution can 
A be authoritative, which is not cextainly to be 
« depended upon; nor certainly to be depended 
« upon, which is not infallible: Tbetette Spas, 
© thoritative Abſolation, properly ſo call'd, cart 
= belong ro any Men living, Gr. Page 91, 92. 


1 weld, My'Lorth be the laſt that ſhould quarreſ 
about Words; but to find that Authority inveffeu' 
in the Chriſtian Prieſt hood by Divine Inſtitution, of 
Bleſſing, and Abſolving the People, mention d by 
your Lordſhip, with ſuch an Air of Contempt and 


Diſdain and prefented to the World in no better E- 
Pithets, than if it were only a Juggle, and Legerde- 


main, gives me, I confeſs, abundance of Concetn: 
Anthoritative Benediction, a Term of Art! Sure, u 
Lord, tis more, tis the Doctrine of our Church; 

Tis 
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tis the Doctrine of the Scriptures, When your 


Lordſhip is pleaſed to explain your ſelf againſt this 


authoritative Bleſſing, you ſeem to me to allow all 


that is contended for by the Non-Jurors, or any 


Body elſe, that know what they mean themſelves : 


If, for the Words appointed in an orderly Manner, you 
nean appointed by Divine Inſtitution (I am jealous, 


My: Lord, leaſt you ſhould mean only appointed 


by the State) I ſay, if your Lordſhip here agrees, 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood is appointed by God, im- 
mediately for that Purpoſe ; and that God Almigh- 
ty (as our Church expeſſes it) has given Power, 
and Commandment, to his Miniſters to declare, and pro- 
nounce to his People, being Penitent, Alſolution, Remiſſi- 


on, Benediction, or the like; it is all as ever Iheard 
any intelligent Perſon contend for: And as for 
what you afterwards encounter, of claiming a 


Right by Virtue of this Power, ſo given by Divine 
Inſtitution , abſolutely to Bleſs, Abſolve or the 


like; this I own is a Notion ſo abſurd and blaſphe- 
mots, that it ſeems to me, not only qut of the 
Power of Man, but (with Reverence I ſpeak it) 
God himſelf: For, My Lord, God Almighty him- 


ſelf is bound by his own eternal Yeracity and Ju- 


ſlice, neither to Bleſs nor Forgive an impenitent Sin- 
ner, having ſworn in his Matb, that ſuch never into 
his Ref, and as fully aflur'd us, the Sou! that thus 


frus, ſhall die; becauſe he is of purer Eyes than to le- 
bold Iniquity, and is Jus? in all his Mays, and Righ- 
teons in all his Doings: A Pretence therefore to an 


abſolute Power of Bleſſing, or Forgiving, is what 


can be prerended by none; the immediate Bleſſing 


of God himſelf, being conditional, In this Charge. 


therefore I can't but perſuade my ſelf, you miſtake 
your Proteſtant Adverſaries ; having, never found. 
any ſo mad, and ſenſeleſs, as to imagine any ſuch 
Power in the Prieſthood, no not of the Roman Ca- 
_ tholicks themſelves. | dg | 
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Your Lordſhip, in the next Paragraph; varies 
your Term, from Abſolute to Infallible ; and as if you 
poke your Senſe in what you charg'd before, ſay, 
n infallible Abſolution cannot Belong to fallible Men; 
and taking here the ane, and Abſolute; 
n the Paragraph before, to be in your Lordſhip's 
Intention, Synonimus, your Lordſhip's Meaning, 
I humbly conceive to be this. That as the Prieſt- 
100d is exercis'd by Men; Men of Weakneſs, 
Paſſion, Prejudice, &c. Their Bleflings, Abſoluti- 
ons, &c. cannot be ſaid to be either Authoritative 
or Infallible. v2 ; 


And this, 24y Lord, I ſhould very readily admit, 
ere the Miflion, or Divine Authority, by which 
I they Act as imperfect as themſelves ; But, My Lord, 
it ſeems very ſtrange, you ſhould diſtinguiſh no 
better in this Caſe, when an Article of our Church 
has made it ſo very plain ; "That your Lordſhip 
muſt needs remember, tells us in the Cafe of even 
wicked and immoral Miniſters, That, Foraſmuch as 
they act not in their own Names, but that of Chriſt, the 
Efficacy of what they do, does not at all turn on 
theic moral Character, how Good, or how Bad ; 
buc only on the Power given. them by him, in 
whoſe Name they act: So that, tho? it is very rea- 
dily admitted, the Clergy are Men of the fame 
Weakneſs and Infirmities with others, it does not 
therefore follow, their Office ſhould be tainted 
with the ſanie Imperfections. | 


But, perhaps we ſhall better underſtand each 
other, if we ſtate it in a Logical View, Your Lord- 
ſhip forms your Argument thus, vis. 


An infallible Abſolution cannot belong to fallible 
Men, But no Abſolution can be Authoritative, 
oe - which 


perſonal Failings; yet, on our performing the 


64805 
which is not certainly to be depended upoh ; no 
2 to be depended upon, which is not in 
fallible. | 8 | | 


of that 
o Go 
by M. 
2x1 ST [77 
Therefore nc authoritative Abſolution, properhſded fi 


Jo call'd, can belong to any Man living. Prieſt! 


LW Et God, 
J leave the Learned to quarrel about Mode ani our Si 
Figure : However, My Lord, I muſt own my ſelſſons w 
under ſome Difficulty in your firſt Propoſition (fo Attrib 
1 durſt not call it your Major, leſt I ſhould bKeven | 
ask'd after the Minor) I ſay, I am in a Doubt Conſi 
concerning the Truth of your firſt Propoſition ¶ conſiſt 
For if your Lordſhip means an infallible Abſolutionff Script; 
cannot come from, or be pronounc'd by Man; fl 
deny it flatly : Becauſe, it God vouchſates ro-givi 
ſuch a Power to Man; ſo far as that Power extends 
it muſt be Infallible: And when God Almighyyfl ſince 
expreſly orders a Miniſter to fay, Thy Sins are for Natur 
given, I am as infallibly ſure they are ſo, as if conve 


It v 
God {| 


heard a Voice my ſelf from Heaven. Humi 
I 5 Partic 
And this, A4 Lord, is the Caſe in diſpute, God his G. 
Almighty has given ſuch a Power to the Chriſtiai tis fact 
Prieſthood ; and has promis'd to ratify what itt a Not 
done by them of this Kind, by Virtue of their Mi Creat 


clare | 
the le 
the G 


Yion ; and tho they have themſelves, a thouſan 


Conditions of the Goſpel, your Lordſhip has men- 


tion'd, we may as certainly depend on the Truth] fay it 
and Authority of what is ſo pronounc'd by them, a God { 
if we heard it from the Mouth of God himſelf. * ha 
12 0 3 * 

Your Loraſhip, I own, uſes the Words, an infal- Eflen 
lible Abſolution cannot belong to fallible Man; God 
but as, if you mean any thing, this muſt mean not of thi 
to be infallibly pronounc'd by a Man, I think I his N 


ſhould trifle with your Lordſhip by a Cricloltn Set c 
| = 84 
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f that Nature. The Abſolution, no doubt, belongs 
info God; tho' by Virtue of his Command pronounc d 
by Man: And in this Senſe only can it be either 
Infallible or Authoritative, All, therefore conten- 
ded for, is this, That a Regular and Chriſtian 
Prieſthood is impower'd, and commiſſiond by. 
God, Authoratively to Bleſs, and Abſolve us of 
our Sin, when we have made good thoſe Conditi- 
ons which make it conſiſtent with the Nature and 
fo Attributes of God, that we ſhould be ſo Bleſs' d, 
even by he himſelt-in Perſon, And this, upon due 
brffl Conſideration, will appear, I humbly conceive, 
n conſiſtent both with found Reaſon, and poſitive 
on Scripture. 9285 


val It will not ſure be thought unreaſonable, that 
dz God ſhould lodge ſuch a Power with his Creatures, 
ty ſince ſuch is the infinite Glory and Majeſty of his 
Nature, that it is not proper for him perſonally to 
f]I converſe with them himſelf ; And, as their honeſt 
| Humility will lead them to doubt of his Will in this 
Particular, it cannot ſure be eſteem'd diſagreable to. 
dd his Goodneſs, to give us the utmoſt authentick Sa- 

tis faction in a Point of this vaſt Importance. Such 
iy a Notion therefore, of his deputing ſome of his 
i Creatures, authoratively to pronounce, or de- 
clare his Will, cannot be thought icrational, or in 
the leaſt inconſiſtent with our natural and juſt Ideas 
the Goodneſs, and condeſcention of the Deity. To 
1M fay it is abſurd, or blaſphemous, to ſuppoſe that 
God ſhould ſo do, is to charge thoſeſtated Methods 
he has taken for us to know his Will, with being 
ſo ; which ſurely muſt be the very Nature and 
fl Eflence of that Charge, ſuch raſhly urge againſt it. 
jj God Almighty certainly, as well as the Monarchs 
of this World, may chuſe who he will to Act in 
his Name: And if he has thought fit to appoint one 
Set of Men, more peculiarly, ſo to act, it cane | 
| 2 | wit 
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TT N 
with any Reaſon, be ſaid to be either abſurd, or 
blaſphemous to aſſert it. Such Perſons, Ay Lord, 


fo impower'd by God himſelf, may act as *cwere in 


his ſtead ; and when they do ſo, 'tis not in the 
leaſt a Robbing God of his Prerogative, or any 
thing like it; but only acting by Virtue of ſuch 
Power, as he is pleas'd to delegate to them: And 
when on Examination, the Scripture itſelf poſitively 
declares,that thus he has done in Fact, it commences 
not only Rational, but what we ought indiſpen- 


ſibly to believe; which we are next to conſider, 1 


All Power, ſays our Bleſſed Lord, given to me 


both in Heaven and Earth; as the Father bath ſent me, 


fo ſend I you. Theſe, and ſuch like, are frequently | 


the Expreſſions of the Goſpel ; and tho' it might 
be neceſſary to expiate in the Proof to others, to 
you, My Lord, I muſt be perſuaded 'tis needleſs. 
The Particutars of this Power would be too tedious 
here to enumerate ; but as thoſe of Benediction, 


and Abſolution, are what we are immediately 


concern d in, ſome Enquiry of that Nature cannot 
be unuſeful. In theſe therefore tis expreſly declar'd 


from the Mouth of the Bleſſed Jeſus himſelf, That | 
whatſoever bis Miniſters ſhoull! bind on Earth, it was 


bound in Heaven; and, whatſoever they ſhould looſe on 
Earth, it was looſed in Heaven; Matt. xviii. 18. Tis 
not in the leaſt, My Lord, inferr'd from hence, that 
any thing that Perſons never fo regularly enter'd 


into the Chriſtian Miniſtry, ſhall do, is ſo ; but 


whatſoever they ſhall do of this Nature, by Virtue 


of their Office, as Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus, is con- 


firm'd in Heaven; fo that it is not the Abuſe, but 


proper Ule of the Sacerdotal Power, is here con- 


tended for. In the regular Exerciſes of this, no 
doubt their Actions are binding and infallible, hows 
ever it may grate with our Modern Proteſtant 
Ears. An elaborate Proof of this, would ſoon m 
= Ah theſe 
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theſe Papers beyond their preſent Deſign; and 
your Lordſhip having offer'd ſomething particular- 
iy tothe Text referr'd too, makes it our next Buſi- 
neſs more immediately to attend to that ; your 
Lordſhip is pleas'd to ſay, ; 


© If they amuſe you with that Power, which 
& our Saviour lodg'd with his Apoſtles, whoſoever 
es Sins you remit, they are remitted to them; and whd6ſo- 
- ever Sin you retain, they are retained, or the like: 
„ You may anſwer ſecurely, that it is impoſſible 
© for you to depend upon this Right in them as 
1% any thing certain, till they prove to you, that 
„“ every Thing ſpoken to the Apoſtles, belongs to 
y“ Miniſters in all Ages of the Church. This is 
t! impoſſible for them to prove: And therefore it 
o“ is impoſſible to draw a certain Conclufion from 
. it. Page 93. 


La 


But why Amuſe, My Lord? The Non-Jurors are 
not the only Perſons that urge this Text for the 
Power of the Keys. This way of Expreſſion, I 
conteſs, of late is very common, and ſuits very 
Iwell with our Modern Notions of Proteſtantiſm ; 
but I ſhould therefore have thought your Lordſhip 
above it, and I muſt own I had much rather ſee 
uch Levities come from the Genius of a Mug- 
Houſe, or the Pen of a News- Writer, than ſuch 
as your Lordſhips. The Power, My Lord, of Bleſ— 
ſing, and abſolving being lodg'd in the Prieſthood, 
was never thought a Term of Art till ſuch refin'd 
Gentlemen, as the Author of the Rights of the 
Chriſtian Church, enlighten'd the World ; and the 
Text before us has ever been deem'd fo plenary a 
Proof of ſuch a Power, that it is urg'd by Divines 
of all forts for that purpoſe. We need not Ran- 
ſack the Shelves of the Vatican for Authorities in 
this Point, for Commentators of all ſorts are wo 
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ſors the Biſhops, are in this Cafe to proceed, to 
* uſe the Keys given to you as the Stewards of 
„ the Houſe, tor rejecting of ſuch, and I aſſure 
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full to: be evaded. Not that it is inſiſted chat eve- 
ry thing that was promis d to the Apoſtles reaches 


all their Succeſſors in the Chriſtian Miniſtry ; it “ ve 
is very readily confeſs d ſome Parts of their Power | 
were entirely miraculous and extraordinary con- D 


ferr d on them, the better to fit them for the par- ¶ Lord 


ticular Exigences of the Church; but their Power that 


of Remitting, and Retaining, is not ſo eſteem'd, as Papi 
I ſee by any of the Commentators. This is by looſi 
them all mention d, as that ordinary, and ſtated I ſtian 
Power, which was promis d to the Church, ill he tu 
the End of the World ; and therefore, though it the C 
cannot in the leaſt be pretended that every thing Fath 
ſpoken to the Apoſtles, belong to Miniſters in again 
all Ages; yet the Power here contended is al- Rome 
tow'd ſo to be by all; conſ-quently the Concluſion Infal 
of ſuch a Power, as the Text mentions, belong- | 


ing to all of the Regular Prieſthood is very cer- W 
tain, as certain as that all the Promiſes ot God, the o 
are Tea, and Amen. | | — 

| what 


Dr: Hammond Comments thus on the Text: || a bar 
c. Which ye therefore to whom I now ſpeak, the the, f 
*©* defign'd Rulers of the Church, and your Succeſ- 


you, whomſoeve: you ſhall. thus caft out of the 
wh. Church, Cc. | 


Biſhop Hall thus, Whoſoever Sins you do ra- We 
% mit, whether by way of publick Doctrine, off Sur 
particular Application of your Apoſtolick Sen- 
** cence, they are: remitted to them in Heaven; 
and whoſe Sins ſoever ye retain, whether by 
general Doctrine, or by ſpecial Cenſure, they 
dare retain'd by God, and ſhall be fearfully im- 
puted to the Offenders. Theſe * 

mr | e 
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«© Succeſſors) ſhall be accordingly ratified in Hea-· 
nen. 8 e hg 


- —— 2 ** 


| | 5 1 4 25 | 
Dr. Whithy is ſo far from contending, with your 
Lordſhip this Power to be peculiar to the Apoſtles, 


chat in his Annotations he contends againſt the 
i Papifts, that the Power of · thus binding and 
ooſing, might be applied to every private Chri- 
| M fian'in the Caſe of torgiving Offences ; however, 
he fully grants it in the Prieſthood in all Ages of 
t the Church, and backs it with the Authority of the 
> Fathers, at the ſame time that he was diſputing 
1 | 2gainft the falſe Inferences made by the Church of 
- & Rome from this Text, to ſupport their pretended 
1 Infallibility. | 0 . 
L What is ſaid of this Nature by Grotius, Pool, and 
„ che other Latin Commentators, I leave the Men of 


Leiſure.to examine, All the World muſt allow 
what is here offer'd is ſufficient to ballance againſt 
J bare poſitive Aſſertion; and that therefore when 
ell the, ftared and regular Power of the Priefthood is 
CE urg d from the particular force of the Text, it 
of ought not to be treated as a bare Amuſement but at- 
off rended to with that becoming Awe and Reverence, 
re the Importance of the Point requires. ©5574 


Your Lordſhip proceeds, As for the Nature of 
the thing, it is much more probable that theſe 
Words referrd to fomething Extraordinary and 
ors Supernatural in the Apoſtles, for the Propaga- 
n- © tion of the Goſpel, at firſt,” than to any thing, 

© in the ordinary ſettled Condition of the Church. 
« And though it be fuppos'd that wecann otfix 
„the true plain Meaning of this Text; yet 
© (which is the next beſt Thing, and of equal Im- 
* portance, with reſpect to the preſent g 

N «. verly 


ce both ways (as alſo of your true and lawſul 
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„„ Tenour of the Goſpel, cannot be the true 


e contradict thoſe Notions as well as the plain Te- 


(54) 
* verſy) we can certainly fix what is not the 


ce meaning of it. For whatſoever Contradicts the 
de natural Notions of God, and the Deſign, and 


«© Meaning of any Paſlage in that Goſpel. But to 
6 make the Abſolutions of weak, fallible Men, ſo 
& neceſſary, or fo valid, that God will not par- 
« don without them, and that all are pardoned 
„ who have them pronounc'd over them, is to 


© nour of the Goſpel, which expreſly declareth 
© Men to be in God's Favour upon their forſak- 


ing thier Sins, and as expreſly continues to Al- Bu 
& mighty God the diſpoſal of his own Favours, bac 
* upon his own Terms, which was always his tha 
ce Prerogative. Therefore, it cannot be the true Son 
Intent of this Paſſage now before us, to give any eve 
Power to Men. : : — 


How extraordinary, and ſupernatural, ſuch 3. me 
Power is, the Nature of the Thing, and the Senſe ., mo 


of Commentators will beſt determine; and your. of « 
Lordſhip having offer'd nothing of the latter, our giv: 
next buſineſs is to conſider the former. The un- (ao 
certainty, My Lord, you ſeem to be in, to fix the Ma: 
Meaning of the Text, can be adyanc'd, I think Me 
into no Argument. Our natural Notions of a God was 
do not in the leaſt contradict what he has reveal'd© ly 1 
of his Will, and the Tenour of the Goſpel clear“ tion 
ly informs us, he has lodg'd ſuch a Power in the viou 
Hands of Men. Men weak and fallible,' as you to, 

Lordſhip calls them. He has not, indeed, given © wer 
them this Power, without our performing thoſe “ Pow 
Conditions your Lordſhip mentions, neither willi clar: 
he grant his Favours or Abſolutions himſelf, (with “ infa 
out ſuch Subſtitutes) except thoſe Conditions are ther 
made good. No body diſputes either this, or tha © fallil 
God Almighty has not the diſpoſal of his own Fa © reſp 
| pos L had 


R 


your; but the Queſtion is, Whether in Fact he 


E | 
d Moes not beftow his Favours on our performing 
ie Much Conditions, and impower his | Miniſters fully, 


and authoritatively to aſſure us of this: + Our | 
hurch I am ſure is undeniably plain in this parti- 
ular telling us expreſly he has given ſuch Power, 


r 
d Hand Commandment to bis Mini ſters; and therefore if 
to Mer Authority be of force, your Lordſhips Con- 


&luſion muſt be falſe; and it is evident, God Al- 


h nighty has given ſuch Power to Men. x: 
- But further your Lordſhip ſays, “ If we look 
„ F back upon our Saviour himſelt, we ſhall find, 


that when he declares in the Goſpel, that the 
Son of Man bad Power upon Earth to forgive Sins, 
even he himſelf, either meant by it the Power 


| 
13 of a miraculus releaſing the Man from his 

Affliction (which was look'd upon the Puniſh- 
a ment of Sin) or, if it related to another, and 
ſe l more fſpiricual Senſe of the Words, the Power 
ur“ of declaring only that the Man's Sins were for- 
u given by God. By his ſupernatural Knowledge 
n- (not by that which belong'd to him as a mere 


je Man) he knew that God was going to ſhew 
K Mercy to the Man. But his way of Expreſſion 
x was, Thy Sins are forgiven Thee, This was plain- 
"© ly to acknowledge and keep up that true No- 
tion that God alone forgiveth Sins. And our Sa- 
© viour knowing the Caſe of the Man there ſpoken 
to, aſſured him of God's Forgiveneſs. Hu Sins 
nl © were forgiven by God. And the Son of Man's 
'* Power to forgive Sins on Earth, was plainly to de- 
* Clare this to him, of whom he certainly, and 
** infallibiy knew it to be true. And fo to any o- 
ther. This aroſe, you ſee, wholly from his in- 
** fallible Knowledge of the Will of God, with 
© reſpe& to that particular Perſon, and could have 
had no Place in our Lord himfelf, had he been a 
| 7 ns 8 „ 
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(56) 


© himſelf, or Communication of Knowledge from 


5 0 . ; , on | 
God, concerning his Will and Fayour to thi be 1 
„ Man, or to other Men. Page 95. | mill 

+$6 | | 1 | l 1. 8 ſo v 
That our Bleſſed Lord was inveſted in his huW of tt 
mane Nature with a Power to forgive Sins, or a thor 


your Lordſhip expreſles it, declare them forgiven, | 
abundantly plain from innumerable Texts; but v. 
that this Power was only owing to his Supernatu G04. 


ral Knowledge, is not any where declar'd. Thai it af 


he had it by Virtue of his Commiſſion, or Meſſiab- him 


ſhip, is indeed often, and very fully expreſs'd ; A neve 
Power, he expreſly ſays, was given bim both in Hes: God 
ven and Earth, and ſo given him that he could a; w. 
communicate it to others; As the Father ſent me, ſi prief 


ſend 1 yo. And the Reaſon our Bleſſed Lord give Doa 
for this fullneſs of Power, is becauſe his Fathrfh and 
loved bim, be bad given all Power into b Hands. So Lord 


that the Power of our Bleſſed Lord is no where 
laid at all on his particular and perſonal Perfection a po- 
but as it pleas'd the Father that in bim ſhould all Ful Chu. 
neſs dwell, and therefore gave him full Authority tꝰ miſſi- 


forgive Sins on Earth. A Power of this Nature wal Nene 


what he always inſiſted on, and therefore when he Rep 
was cavil'd at by the Jews, for ſaying to a ſick was 
Man thy Sins are forgiven Thee ; his Anſwer waW nef; 
That you may ſee the Son of Man bath Power on EartlW nunc 


zo forgive Sins, he ſaith to the Paralitick, Ariſe take phet: 
up thy Bed and walk ; where the Miracle perform d by G 
is only made the Evidence, or Proof, of his ba perſu 
ving ſuch a Commiſſion from his Father. Art, 


Not but that I am free to own the abſoluteneſ ty ra 


of our Lord's Manner of Expreſſion, in his parti. on E 


cular Applications might be owing to the Fullnels appo 
of the Godbead that dwelt bodily in him, by which 


the 


2 

the Heart; but this is certain, as he was a mere 
Man ſuch Power of authoritatively forgiving Sins, 
on the Conditions of Faith and Repentance, might 
be lodg'd in him, by Virtue only of a Divine Com- 
miſſion; and though we ſhould ſuppoſe him never 
ſo weak and falable, yet, as far as he acts by Virtue 
of that Commiſſion, what he does muſt be Au- 
thoritative, Valid, and Infallible. * 5 


Your Lordſhip mentioning ſo often, that it is 
God alone that forgiverh Sins, ſeems to me to ſuppoſe 
it aſſerted by us, that the Prieſt forgiveth the Sin 
himſelf, excluſive of God ; whereas, My Lord, I 
never heard any contend for more than this, That 
God Almighty would moſt certainly Pardon, ſuch 
as were orally pronounc'd abſolv'd, by a Regular 
Prieſt, by Virtue of his Miſſion. It is, My Lord, a 
Doctrine not ſo very New, to be branded as abſur q, 
and blaſphemous, and every thing elſe that your 
Lordſhip's Wit, and fertile [magination can load 
it with; Had not the Miniſters of God ever ſuch 
a Power, in all Ages of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Church? Did not Fonæ by Virtue of fuch a Com- 
miſſion. pronounce poſitively, that in forty Days 
Neneveh ſhould be deſtroy'd, and though their after 
Repentance prevented che impending Judgment, 
was the defect of his Sentence owing to the Weak- 
hefs and Infirmity of the Man? How were the De- 
nunciations, or Abſolutions, of any of the Pro- 
phets valid, but only as they were commiſſioned 
by God ſo to ſpeak and at? And this is all I am 
perſuaded it meant by any that uſe thoſe Terms of 
Art, as'your Lordſhip calls them, of Authorative, 
Benediction, Abſolution, &. That God Almigh- 
ty ratifies and confirms, what they do of this kind 
on Earth, in Heaven, and has more immediately 
appointed them for that purpoſe than other Men. 
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But your Lordſhip will have it neceſſary that 
the Man that does this muſt be infallible. To talk 
of fuch 4 Power without infallibility, . is Nonſenſe, aud 
to pretend to ſuch Infallibility, Blaſpbemey. This is 


the Delemma your Lordſhip propoſes, and there. 


fore concerning this Power allow'd by your ſelf 
to be in the Apoſtles, though not their Succeſſors 
in the Chriſtian Miniſtry you ſay; 


© The Apoſtles likewiſe might poſſibly under. 
* ſtand the Power of remitting, and retaining 
© Sins, to be the ſame with that Power of laying | 


** their Hands on the Sick, to which a micaculous 


Recovery was particularly promis'd by Chriſt, | 
Or, ſuppoſing that they apply'd it to the certain 


* Abſolution of particular Per ſons (of which we 
* read nothing, as I know of) it is plain that 


© they could do it on no other Bottom but this, 


© That God's Will and good Pleaſure about ſuch 
particular Perſons was infallibly communicated 
to them; and that they declar'd his Will about 
5 thoſe particular Perſons. Not that themſelves 
d abſolv'd any Men, or hinder'd them from being 


** abſolv'dby God ; no, that God was obliged to 


* tie and untie, to bind, and to looſe the Guilt of 
Men, according to their Declarations conſider- 
ed as their on Deciſſions, and their own De- 
-* terminations : But that upon any ſuch Occaſi- 

on, they, declar'd a Matter of Fact, infallibly 
made known to them by God; either that he 


Vwas ready to beſtow his Mercy upon ſuch par- 


* ticular Perſons, or that he was Angry with them. 


This can only be the meaning of the Paſſage, 


cc. ſuppoſing it to relate to Abſolution, It muſt ariſe 


© from extraordinary Communications of Know- 
edge from God; and conſequently cannot re- 


late in the ſame Senſe, to any Set of Men in the 
> 03 Ordinary 


* Or 
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Ordinary State of the Church, void of ſuch 
Communications of infallible Knowledge, as 


at h 

* could be even in the Apoſtles, the only Founda- 
tion of any 1uppoſed authoritative Abſolution., 
is Page 95. 96. 1 . | » e 
1 But why, 4, Lord, all this Harangue about In- 


ike Paſſions as we are? And who was there among 
a'l the Apoſtles, not ſubject to humane Frailty ? 
Yet theſe, by your Lordſhip's own Suff rage, were 
impower' d authoritatively to Bleſs, and Abſfolve. 
Let this (as your Lordſhip contends) be never ſo 
peculiar to them ſtill it proves, that ſuch a Power, 
may, if God Almighty pleaſes, be given to fallable 
Men; and when it is ſuppos d that they are com- 
miſſion'd by him thus to do, all their Weakneſs, 
and Infirmity, does not at all affect their Authority, 
and the Reaſon of this, is, becauſe that is Divine, 
tho' they are Humane. Your Lordſhip, indeed, 
inſiſts, ſuch a Power muſt ariſe from extraordinary, 
and particular Communications; But let the Com- 
munications be what they will, Ordinary, or Ex- 
traordinary, ſtill it turns upon them; and when 
they are once made, the Authority of the Act is not 
to be diſputed. Tho' the beſt of Men are fallible; 


r. 


r rr 


— 


when we are aſſured, Thus ſaith the Lord, tis always 
true, tis always authentick, let the Speaker be who 
be will. The Weakneſs and Fallibility of the Men, 
inveſted with the Chriſtian Prieſthood, can there- 
fore be no Argument againſt either the Authority; 
or Validity of their Adminiſtrations ; and tis very 
much to be wonder'd your Lordſhip ſhould labour 
a 3 ſo very foreign, and wide from the Pur- 
M nl HTEE Ae | 225 
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yet the Inſtitutions of Heaven are perfect: And 


(60) 


| Very far am I from denying, that there were 
Tome Inſtances of Power lodg d in the Apoſtle 
that were not continu'd in the After-Ages of the 


Church, ſuch as the Miraculous Power of healing Dj 
ſeaſes, the Gift of Tongues, Propheſy, and the like: 
But the Power of Benediction and Abſolution, ſeem ſo 

neceſſary to the continual Conſolation, and Sup. 
port of the Church in all Ages of it, that one would 
think the very Nature of the Thing ſhould ſuggeſt 
theſe were Gifts Chriſt left with her, even to th, 
End of the World, He muſt be a great Stranger to 
that Peace of Gad, which paſſes all Underſtanding, that 
hath nor ſometime or other, felt his Heart enlargd 


by a lively Faith, at the Publick Benedictions of our! 


Aſſemblies ; and when theſe, or ſome more Private 
Abſolutions, are apply'd to an honeſt, tho' almoſt 
deſpairing Convict, that ſecret ſpring of Joy, that 
immediately flows in ſuch a Breaſt, ſpeaks, Ay Lord, 
the Authority of a Regular Prieſthood, beyond the 

Reach of Words. The Nature of my Profeſſion 
 doesnot lead me to theſe Obſervations ; but, AM 
Tord, I have had the Honour to hear ſuch Account 
of this Kind, from ſome of your ſacred Function, 
as leave men Room to doubt. There is nothing 


I am naturauy more jealous of, than Enthuſiaſm 


Religion, I have thought (ever ſince I have been 
poſſeſs'd wich the leaſt Buddings of Reflection) ne. 
ver takes up its Abodes in the confus'd, Labyrinths 
of a fickly Imaꝑination; I have always believ'd 
(and the more I have examin'd. ſtill the more l 
have believ' d) the Chriſtian Religion, 4 reaſonab! 
Service; yet, My' Lord, in ſpight of all the perſonal 
Failings (I with from my Soul, I could not ſay, 
mean, baſe. Actions ! of ſome of the Clergy, 1 
have always thought it no inconſiderable Part of this 
Religion, to reverence their Order: And this l 
have done ou this ſingie Principle; becauſe Lo 

elieve 
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believe their Miniftry, is by the real, and undoub-. 
ted Appointment ef God, made a means towards 
the eternal Salvation of my Soul. | | 


But another Medium yout Lordſhip advances, to 
prove there is no ſuch Thing as Authoritative Bene» 
diction, or Abſolution, is, becauſe. no Prieſt can 
abſolve a Man, but on the Terms of the Goſpel. 
This, My Lord, I ſhould. have taken for Inadver- 
tency, had J not found it ſo often inculcated. _ + 


That the Benediction, or Abſolution of any 
Prieſt, takes its Validity wholly from the Terms of 
the Goſpel, I never found any ſo mad as to deny. 
Your Lordſhip, does indeed, ſeem to ſpeak of ſuch 
People ; but where, and who they are, I never yet 
could learn. A Prieſt having Divine Authority to 
act within his Commiſſion, has none at all, when 
he exceeds it; and therefore if any of them ſhould 
pretend to bleſs, or abſolve on other Terms, than 
what the Goſpel exbibits, he not only acts without 
Authority, but wickedly; and don't uſe, but abuſe 
his Oſſice. But then it ſeems very ſtrange to me 
that your Lordſhip ſhould inſiſt, that in order to an 
Abſolution's being truly authoritative, ic muſt be 
abſolute, and without any Conditions: For My 
Lord, cannot Authority as well be determin'd by 
Conditions, as without them? Is not a Pardon 
granted by a Prince, as authoritative ; authorita- 
tive, I ſay, not abſolute, when it is granted on 
Conditions, as when there are none; Without this 
be granted, no Pardon of a Siuner could be allow'd 
authoritative ; Not by the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
becauſe ſuch a Pardon is not in their Commiſlion : 
Not by the Apoſtles ; becauſe they were bound to 
deliver the Obſtinate, and Incorcigible, over to 
Satan : No! not by God himſelf ; becauſe he is 
bound by his Veracity and Juſtice, to puniſh ſuch 

| an 
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am Offender. Let therefore, the Abſolution pro. 


nounc'd by a Prieſt, be never fo conditional, ſtill 


tis authoritatives as on ſuch Terms tis ratify'd by 
Heaven; and that what the regular Prieſthood, 
thus limiced, does pronounce, is fo ; Scripture, 
Reaſon, and all Commentators confirm. Their 
authoritative Benediction, and Remiſſion, are not 
barely Terms of Art, and mere Amuſements, but 
real; and Divinely inſtituted Parts of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood, to the End of the World. 


” And this, after this long Conteſt, your Lordſhip 


ſeems to me, at laſt to grant. All (ſays your 
© Lordſhip) that it (that is the Text of Remitting 


* and Retaining) can poffibly convey to any, 
* whoſucceedthe Apoſtles in their Spiritual Office, 
«© ſuppoling it to relate to this Subject, is a Right 
* to do their Duty ; to declare Perſons abſolv'd 
ce from their Sins by God, fo far, and no farther 
* than as they come up to thole Condicions, upon 
* which our Lord himſelf fixed their Acquittance, 
«© or Juſtification. ' This is all that a fallible Man, 
- * the higheſt Office in the World, is capable 

of. | 9 


And 'tis, My Lord, all that is contended for by 
any I know, and is as much as an infallible Man 
could do, conld we fuppoſe ſuch a Thing : For it 
they have a Right, they have an Authority to do 
this; without Right, and Authority ſhould prove 


at laſt to mean two Things: And if this Right be 


Divine, then they have a Divine Right, Authority 
which you pleaſe to do fo; conſequently authori- 


tative Benediction, and Abſolution, prove at laſt, 
by your Lordſhip's own Conceflions, not to be 


ſach extravagant Notions, as your Lordſhip has 


But 


( 63) 


But it fares with this Doctrine, as it did with 
ſome of the Martyrs of our holy Religion, whoſe 
Innocence and Inoffenſiveneſs, took off the Fierce- 
neſs of the very Brutes; therefore were they dreſs d 
in the Skins of wild Beaſt, the more effectually to 
tempt the Hounds to worry them. The native 
Beauty, and Innocence of Truth 3s ſuch, that were 
it not miſrepreſented, if ic were not embrac'd, yet 
it would be treated with outward Reſpect. The 
Rage of its Enemies find it difficult openly to hunt 
it down; therefore it muſt be diſguis'd with ſome 
of the Deformities of Falſhood, that it may appear 
frightful, and nionſtrous to the Beholder. 


, 


Permit me, My Lord, once more to tranſcribe 
your Lordſhip, and I have done. After therefore, 
your Lordſhip has concluded God to be Juſt, an 
Good ; the Goſpel a plain Declaration of his Will ; 
r that he cannot put into the Hands of weak, fallible 
nl Men, Privileges, and Powers of authoricative Be- 
e,& nediction, &. That theſe are things he keeps in 
„his own Hands, and do not depend on Regularities, 
Niceties, impoſſible, or improbable, &c. Your 
Lordſhip adds, This will lead you (as it oughe 
« all of us) not to be afraid of the Terrors of Men, 
« or the vain Words of regular and uninterrupted 
© Succeſſions; Authoritative Benediction, Excom- 
«© munications, or Abſolutions, Nullity, or Vali- 
ci dity of God's Ordinances to the People, upon 
c“ the Account of Niceties, and Trifles, or any 
© other the like Dreams of thoſe who have ſepera- 
ce ted themſelves, or thoſe who follow them in 
© theſe Doctrines. And a little after, I am ſure 
6 that it is upright,and honeſt to ſpeak this plainly. 
& And again, The Papifts may excommunicate 
c the Proteſtant Non- jurors. The Non jurors may 
*© excommunicate the 3 48 well 
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( 64 ) 

ec as all other Britiſh Proteſtants, who Pray for 
«© King GEORGE, Theſe again may excommu- 
© nicate, unchurch, unchriſtian, thoſe, whoſe 
& Church-Government, or Worſhip, differ from 
“ their own. And theſe again may exerciſe the 
© ſame Spiritual Diſcipline (the ſame, My Lord, 
© very kind indeed, ) wherever their Terrors can 
extend themſelves. They may thus ſcatter Dam- 
ce nation about; playing, one would think like 
© the Man in the Proverbs, with Fire-brands and 
e Death; and ſaying, Are we not in Sport? And 
« they may every one flatter themſelves, that chis 
© Power of the Keys, ſhuts out from the Cath 01ick 
&* Church here, and the Kingdom of ticavuy, here— 
ce after: But ic is in Truth, only from che-nic:ves, | 
© that they can excommunicate. And this is very | 
often their own Crime, and their own Loſs”, 
Page 98. 100. 


* 


N 


La) 


Indeed, My Lord, this is making Diſpatch, and 
telling us at once, all Eceleſiaſtical Power, is a 


fort of Theological Bugbear. For ſince the Pre- 
tences of the moſt ſacrilegious Ulurpers, that ever 


appear'd in the Chriſtian Church ( I mean thoſe of 
our Diffenters ) 1s blended with the regular Prieſt. 
hood of the Church of Exgland, it's evident, your 
Lordſhip's Argument is no longer to be conſider d 
againſt the Abuſe, but the Uſe of ſuch a Power in 
the general. Really, dy Lord, you may mention 
the Mirth of the Fool in the Proverbs; but whether 
this Latitude (for ſo I muſt call it) doth not give 
Encouragement to licentious Tongues, and Pens, 
to make a Jeſt of all Religion, will, I hope, be 
ſeriouſly conſider'd before too late Far be it from 
me, to contend for the many idle Abuſes of the 
Power of the Keys, in the Church of Rowe ; But 
when the Sentence of Excommunication, is pro- 
nounc d by a regular Prieſthood, by Virtue of their 

23 1 Miſſion; 
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6 
Miſſion; I muſt declare it my Opinion, That next 
to eternal Damnation, nothing can be more dread- 
ful, without Repentance, and being reconciled to 
the Church. To deſpiſe, and laugh at ſuch a Sentence, 
is directly to deſpiſe, and banter Chriſt himſelf ; and 
one, that thus contemn'd the Authority of the 
Church, was not only to be treated as a Heathen, 
and a Publican, but was actually deliver'd over, by 
an Apoſtle to Satan, that be might learn not to blaſpheme. 


The Senſe of the ancient Fathers, in this Parti- 
cular, is recent in all Church-Hiſtory ; It cannot 
here be unuſeful, to lay before the Reader, ſome 
of the Accounts of the Learned Cave, on the Sen- 
tence of Excommunication, as practis d by the 
Primitive Church, | 


ce This Way of Puniſhing (ſays he) by Excom- 


© munication, was not Originally Inſtituted by 
e our Lord, or his Apoſtles ; but had been ancient- 
* ly practis'd, both among Jews, and Gentiles. 
* *T was commonly by the Draides, (as Cefar, who 
* liv'd among them, informs us) who, when any 
* of the People became irregular, or diſorderly, 
** preſently ſuſpended them from their Sacrifices. 
«* And the Perſons, who were thus ſuſpended, 
% were accounted in the Number of the moſt im- 
ce pious and execrable Perſons. All Men ſtood off 
* from them, ſhunn d their Company and Converle, 
* as an Infection and a Plague. They had no Benefit 
© of Law, or Honour, or Reſpect ſhewn unto them; 
* and, of all the Puniſhments, this they accounted 
*© molt extreme and ſevere, So far, he giving an 
Account of this Diſcipline amongſt the ancient 
* Gault. In the Jewiſh Church, nothing was more 
* familiar ; their three famous Degrees of Excom- 
© munication, Niddui, Cherem, Shammaiha, are ſo 


commonly known, that it were impertinent to 
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_* ſhorter, according to the Nature of the Crime; 
s ſometimes two, three, ten, fifteen, twenty, 
© or thirty Years, and ſometimes for the whole 


te at Death, but Perſons were left to the Judgment 
© of God, without any Teſtimony of their Recon- 


but by the great Council of Nice; which Or- 
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(6). 
ee inſiſt on them. From the Uſage of the Fewiſh, | 
et it was, amongſt other Rites, adopted into the 


“ Chriſtian Church, practis d by the Apoſtles, and the 
4 Churches founded by them, (whereof we have 


_ ** Inſtances in the New Teſtament) but brought to 


* greater Perfect in ſucceeding Times. "Twas 
ec oariouſly expreſs d by their ancient Writers, tho 
* much to the ſame Purpoſe. Such Perſons are 
ce ſaid Abſtineri, to be kept back, a Word much 
ce usd by Cyprian, and the Synod of 1!I;beris,dpogiedar, 


eto be ſeparated, or to be ſeparated from the Body 


of Chriſt, as St. Auguſtine often expreſſes it; 
cc Txnonl]edai g ver,. ,v, to be wholly cut of 
from the Communion, as tis in the Apoſtolick 
* Canons, Sometimes pin]s3:2 ix Tis 'Extancias, 25 
ce the Laodicean Synod calls it, to be thrown out of 
ee the Church, to be anathematized, and without the 
© Communion, or Pale of the Church, as the 
Fathers of the Council of Grangra have it. 


“This Suſpenſion, and Penance that accom: 
fe pany'd it, was greater, or leſs; longer, c 


Life; nay, in ſome Caſes, it was not taken off 


te ciliation to the Church: Tho' herein the Seve- 
* rity was mittigated, not only by private Biſhops, 


© daind, That penitent Perſons ſhould not be 
* deny'd Communion at the Hour of Death. It 
* the Perſons offending, happen'd to be in Orders, 
Fe he fofeited his Miniſtry ; and tho' upon Repen- 
** tance, he was reſtor'd to Communion ; yet it 
** was only as a Lay-Perſon, never recovering the 
** Honour, and Dignity of his Office. Thus 


0 Cornelin 
; ore in 


1 | 

ce Cornelius, Biſhop of Rome, giving Fabius, of An- 
te gioch, an Account of the Clancular and Schiſma- 
© tical Ordination of Novatian, tells him, That 
© one of the Biſhops that Ordain d him return'd af- 
ce ter to the Church with Tears, bewailing of his 
© Offence, whom at the Inſtance of the People, 
© he was received into Lay-Communion, The ſame 
* Cyprian writing about this very Caſe to Tropbi- 
© mus, (Who was either the very Biſhop menti- 
* on'd by Cornelius, or one of his Collegues) that 
© returned to the Church with great Demonſtra- 
ce tions of Repentance, he tells us, He was ad- 
© mitted, but no otherwiſe than in the Capacity 
« of a Lay-Man. And ſpeaking elſewhere of 
% Baſilides Repentance, he tells us, He had no 
* Thoughts of retaining his Biſhoprick , making 
% account he was very well dealt with, if upon 
ce his Repentance he might Communicate as a 
* Laick, and be received amongſt the Number 
© of the Faithful. This St. Baſil tells us, Was an 
ff ancient Canon, and Practice of the Church, 
« and accordingly ordains, That a Deacon guilty 
6. of Fornication ſhould be depoſed from the Of- 
te fice, and being thruſt down in the Rank of the 
* Laity, ſhould in that Quality be admitted to 
* Communion, 4 123 


. 


N 


4 


Tis not, My Lord, that T think any thing of this 
Nature, can be new to you, that I have ſo large- 
ly tranſcribed this Excellent Author; but as theſe 
Papers are to bear a publick, as well as your pri- 
vate View. I can't but think it muſt be at once, 
both uſeful and delightful to the Common Reader. 
Permit me, therefore, to add yet further his Ac- 
count of the Manner of the Primitive Church 
receiving again excommunicate Perſons, on their 
Repentance. T1 


« During 


(68) 


F c During the ſpace of Penance ( ſays he) they 
de appear'd in all the Formalities of Sorrow and 
| « Mourning, in a ſordid and ſquallid Habit, with 
| ce a fad Countenance, and a Head hung down, 

Þ 5 with Tears in their Eyes, ſtanding without at 
cc the Churel- Doors, (for they were not ſuffer'd to 
| «© enter in) falling down upon their Knees to the 
"I c Miniſters, as they went in, and begging the 
| & Prayers of all good Chriſtians for themſelves, 
lj & with all the Expreſſions and Demonſtrations of 
0 « 4 ſorrowful and dejected Mind, reckoning the 
| „ lower they lay in Repenrance, the bigher it would 
4 « exalt them; the more ſordid they appear'd, the 
5 * more they ſhould be cleanſed and purify'd ; ' the | 
bo © leſs they ſpare themſelves, the more God would 
. cc ſpare them. At theſe times alſo they made open 
| ce Confeſſion of their Faults, this being accounted 

© the very Spring of Repentance, and without 
& which they concluded it could not be real. Out 
<« of Confeſſion (lays Tertullian) is born Repentance, and 
ce by Repentance God is pacifyd. And therefore with- 
& out this neither Riches nor Honour, would 

c procure any Admiſſion into the Church. Thus 

& Buſebius reports, That when Philippus , the Em- 

ce peror, would have gone in with the reſt of the 

ce Chriſtians, on Eafter-Eve, to have partaked of 

ce the Prayers of the Church; the Biſhop of the 

© Place would by no means ſuffer it, unleſs he 

* made Confeſſion of his Sins, and paſs'd through 

ce the Order of the Penitents, being guilty of great 

© and enormous Sins; which, tis ſaid , he very 

* willingly ſubmitted to, teſtifying by his Acti- 
* ons, his real and religious Fear of the Divine 

© Majeſty. This Story, though as to the main of 
te it, it might be true, yet as faſten'd on Philip, 

<<. the Emperor, I have formerly ſhew'd it to be 

« falſe ; and that tis rather meant of one ä 

ä | * who 


(69) 


© who was Governor of Egypt, and profeſs'd him- 
cc ſelf a Cbriſtian: But, however this was, tis cer. 
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(„ tain that a Perſon as great as he, Tbeodoſſus rhe 1 
d, Great, for his bloody and barbarous Slaughter of 4 
h c the Theſalonians , was by St. Ambroſe, Biſhop of vi 
» Auilan, ſuſpended, brought to publick Confeſſion, 1 
t and forced to undergo a very ſevere Courfe of 11 


cc Penance for eight Months together; when af - 
tc ter great Demonſtrations of a hearty Sorrow. 
& and ſincere Repentance, not more rigidly im- 
« poſed, than readily and willingly received by 
cc him, after his uſual Proteſtations in the Church, 
ce (as if unworthy either to Stand or Kneel) cry- 
« ing out in the Words of David, My Soul cleaverh 
« unto the Duft, quicken thou me according to thy 
« Word, after having oft torn his Hair, beat his 
« Forehead, watered his Cheeks with his Tears, 
«© and humbly begged Peace and Pardon, he was 
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1 | 
gg“ ablolved, and reftored to Communion with | i 
© © the Church; of which Paſſage, they who would i 
7 W<* know more, may find the Story largely related J 
I by Ted. n fl 
d I am very ſenſible how well ſoever, this may be 49 
known by your Lordſhip, and entertain d with ll 
che utmoſt Deference by ſuch as have any Notion 15 
of the Purity of the Primitive Church, byet ſuch FT, 
is the ſordid Ignorance of our Modern Sectariſts, 1 
© Wand the overſiz d Underftandings of fome of our | ] 
Moderate Church-Men, that every thing of this 1 
Nature muſt paſs for Popery; as if (at the Learn- 11 
red Stillingflees obſerves) though ſeveral Humane ab 
Y WM Polities, have continued their Original Conſtitu- | 
„tion many hundred Years, that of the Church | 
p EE | ſhould bt 
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ſhould be wholly loſt in two or three Centuries, 
and that ſo inſenſibly, that none ſhould complain 
of it, But, however, 'tis to be hop'd that ſome 
will be induced to think the Cenſures of the 
Church, were not made ſo light of in thoſe early 
Ages of the Church, and that there was nothing 
except Eternal Damnation, the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans more dreaded than the Sentence of Excommu- 


nication. 1-4 


- Nor does the Church happily eſtabliſh'd among 
us, make her Cenſures of this Nature, leſs weigh- 
ty and important. Twould too much Swell the 
Bulk of theſe Papers, to lay before you the Lan- 
guage of her Canons; and we need not go further, 
than one of her Articles, to be inform'd, That ex- 
communicate Perſons, are to be treated as Publi- 


cans and Heathens; and are proſecuted with a ſort 


of Rigour, even after Death, being deny'd Chri- 
{tian Burial. 1 

In ſhort, where- ever Chriſtianity has gain d 
any Footing in the World, ſuch Privileges of the 
Church, your Lordſhip is pleaſed to make a Jeft 
of, have always ftruck the Minds of all her Mem- 
bers with Awe and Reverence; and I am very 


ſorry any thing from your Lordſhip ſhould Claſh} 


with ſo Univerſal a Sentiment. The Abuſe of 
theſe Powers, or rather the pretending theſe 
Powers in ſuch Inſtances, in which they are not, 
cannot here be concern'd, nor ought not to be 
made an Argument againſt the regular and com- 
miſſionꝭ d Uſe of them. Moſt certainly ſuch Power 
in the general, is lodg'd in the Church, and the 
Eternal Veracity of God is engag'd to uphold, and 
confirm it to the End of the World. The Preten: 
ſion the Miniſters of the Goſpel have to ſuch a 
Power, is not (as your Lordſhip expreſſes it in 
| your 


1 1 
your Preface) 4 ſubfiruting themſelves in Chriſt 
fead ; but the immediate and free Act of our Lord 
on Earth, and has promis'd-whatever they do on 
Earth by Virtue of their Miſſion, ſnould be ratified 
in Heaven; 70 that, My Lord, all the Aurthoricative 
Inſtances of this Nature, ought not I Fifmbly con- 
| ceive, to be call d Man's Judgment, hut che Fudg- 
e e fo WE now 


The Reſult then of the whole is, That as God 
is True, and Juſt, and Good; ſo he has demon- 
ſtrated theſe his endearing Attributes to the World, 
by the particular Revelation of his Will in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. By theſe, he has not left us to the 


- 2 * 7 


oy 


poſitive. Inſtitution, ſuch as Baptiſi, the Lord's Su 


F275 &6. Ochers hs has left to be eterminrd, by 


his Miniſters and Stewards, with the ſtricteſt Charge 
to us to obey them, in all proper Iuſtances of their 
Power, becauſe they are appointed by Him, 0 
wed i our Souls, This Authority thus lodge d in 
the Miniſters of the Church, is ſo ſtrongly incul- 
cated by our Bleſſed Lord, that he peremptorily 
i : LSE ets — cc. Fes TIES S ORs 

pronounces they that deſpiſe it, deſpiſes bim; and as 
he that receives 4 Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, 
ſhould bave a Prophet's Reward, ſo he aſſerts every 
Injury done to the leaf of theſe bis Brethren, directiy 
done unto himſelf , and ſhould accordingly be ac- 


1 


counted Top Ap hs Day of Judgment. Nor was this 
tl 


Regard to them to be Temporary, or confin'd only 
a4 3 # &&S was p "— 44 4 * ; * 4 
to the Apoſtles, but to continue to the End of the 


_ World; and though they were in all Ages not only 


to wreſtle againſt, Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principali- 


| tes, againſt Powers, and the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
this World, yet they were promiſed that the Gates of 
8 „ 1 . 4 R 8 WEL A . 1 
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Apoſtle to Glory in nothing ſo much as the Croſs of 


_— TR”  -- 
Hell ſhould never prevail againſt them; and in all theſe 
Encounters they would come off more tbanConquerori 
threagh Chriſt that ſtrengtben d them, Ton 


hey 
Theſe, 84y Lord, were the Promiſes, and theſe the * 
Feendations on which the Cöriſtian, that Royal Prieft- hey | 
| Good was built, and the Truth and Stability of them, 5 75 
che World hs had above Seventeen hundred Lean heir 
Experience of, When was there a Time ſince our at al 
Saviour left the Earth, that this Order was Extind thous 
in ? And when was there a Time in which it wa; to Pt 
not reverenced , and thought to be of Divine In. that 
ſtitution by wiſe, as well as weak Men? Theſeſſ and 
were, My Lord, the Sentiments of all Chriſtians, be. Aſves 
fore the Corruptions of the Church of Rome were their 
ever heard of in the World. Thoſe that could ly w 
dare to die, dare, I ſay, ſubmit to die, yet Ever 
would not give up the Chriſtian Prieſthood to ciou 
the ſevereſt Edicts of the Emperors. The Power pow 
that gave them a Miſſion, they thought Pri, agai 
in all its Obligations to any Power on. Earth, and 57a. 
fo far as they ated conſiſtent therewith, no Pro- 5 
hibicion they thought could di ſolve their Obli. way 
gations. They rejoiced thas they were counted worth Þ «jj 
to ſoffer for this, and they found themſelves, at The 
no Dilemma, when the Competition was be. exe. 
tween God and Man. Not that they were ſo well not 
Lectur d concerning the Good of Society, to think on 
themſelves engaged to oppoſe by Arms , their W Stra 
Lawful Governors on this Account, and the after M ten 
Experience of the Church proves them right in Dep 
their Notion; but their Principle, at once led 
them to Preach and Die for the Chriſtian Religion. ? 
As their Biſhops did not enjoy the Protection, and ciſe 
Blardiſbments of the Civil Power, ſo they were :;;, 
very far from acknowledging, they derived their the 
_ Office ſolely from ir. They had learned from an loc 


their 


* | 
473) 
bir Saviour, and knew no Self-Preſervation, like 
hat of ſaving in their Souls. To ſuffer was a Leſ- 
on they were very well inſtructed in, and thougly 
hey were not taught by Experience, yet they 
ere fully perſuaded, the Blood of the Martyrs 
„ond prove the Seed of the Church. God Almighty 
"Whey believ'd not only to be infinitely Good and 
7uft, but alſo infinitely Wiſe; and therefore tho 
heir Zeal for the Good of his Church, was not 
at all weak and languiſhing, yet they always 
thought him the propereſt Judge of the Means 
to preſerve it, They were fully convinced , he 
that could Graſp the Globe in the Palm of bis Hand, 
and Frown the moſt exalted Buble of Duff and 
Abe, into his Primitive Nothing, needed not 
their Aſſiſtance, and therefore they kept carefu!- 
ly within the Mounds of their Duty, and left the 
Event to his Providence. This made them tena- 
ciouſly aſſert the Divine Authority of che Civil 
Power, though all its whole force feem'd bent 
againſt them; and though, as Tertullian boaſts the 
greatneſs of their Numbers, and their fearleſneſs of 
Death might bave made them formidable; yet they al- 
ways prov'd they had no Weapons allow'd by their 
Religion againſt that, but Prayers and Tears. 
They could, they did therefore, bravaly Die for 
exerciſing their Prieſtly Office; but they durſt 
not decline, though prohibited by all the Power 
on Earth, which ſurely muſt prove them great 
Strangers to what your Lordſhip ſo earneſtly con- 
tends for in the firſt Branch of your Diſcourſe, L- 
Deprivation. DE” 


Nor were they leſs zealous for the particulzy Exer- 
ciſes, than the general Office of the Prief hood. An- 
 thoritative Benediction, Abſolation, &c. were with 
them neither Terms of Art, nor Amuſement:. They 
look'd on them as a Power deyoly'd by Chritt 
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on the Church for all Ages; and though they 
were free to own theſe ineſtimable Privileges, ou: 
and dreadful Sentences, were convey'd to them Diffi 
through, or by the Tongues of weak and fallible preſe 
Men, yet they conſider'd their Divine Energy mon 
and Force, came from him, in whoſe Name they your 
act. Paul, they were ſenſible might plant, and Apolli 

might water, but it was only God that gave ihe nl IT 
creaſe : This therefore, though it made them look Real 


at the Original Author, withal made them have diffe 


the higheſt Value for thc Inſtrument, and to Enc: 
eſteem the deſpiſing of the Miniſters of Chrift in the will 
proper Exerciſe of their Office, of the ſame : 


ort 
Nature and Malignity, as if they deſpiſed Chriſt] Mat 
himſelf in Perſon. | End 
1 muſt add further, Ay Lord, there is nothing Hor 
peculiar to the Church of Exgland, that need make whe 
us aſham'd to own this Doctrine. The Autho - Inſt 
rity of her Miſſion, both in the general and par-M bee 
ticular Exerciſes of it, is declared to be of the W Pric 
fame Divine Inſtitution: Whatever your Lordſhip M fror 
may at preſent think, She is not aſham'd to aſſert, ¶ dep 
even in her Daily and Publick Service, God Al- the: 
mighty had given ſuch Power and Authority |M Pc\ 


her Miniſters, as is here contended. Nor does MW ever 
ſuch an Authority at all Claſh with any of the cha 
Attributes of God, but very well Comport, with of! 
that incomprehenſible Love, that is throughout the WW tho 
Sacred Writings, ſaid to be between Chriſt and Sr 
his Church. | | 


Upon the whole, and to take it one general hai 
View, whether we confider the expreſs Deciſions the 
of the Scriptures ; the Senſe of the Fathers, that of all M Gr 
the Commentators, or the Publick, and moſt Authen- ¶ be: 
tick Voice of the Church, with the Perplexity and Un- al 
certainty of what your Lordſhip has an the 

| | | e 


(580 


The two laſt Branches of yout Lordihips Dif- 


courſe, muſt appear, at leaſt to carry ſome 


Difficulty in them, of that Nature, as is not at 


preſent ſolvable to that Conſcience, and com- 


mon Senſe of the Chriſtian Laity, to which 
your Lordſhip is pleas d tb appeal, | 


Thus have I fully laid before you, My Lord, ſuch 
Reaſons, as make me ſo unhap 
differ from your Lordſhip ; and as the particular 
Encouragement you are pleas'd to give to the Laity, 
will, IJ hope, excuſe this Trouble; ſo the vaſt Im- 
portance (as they at preſent appear to me) of the 


Matters in Controverſy between us, made ſuch an 


Enquiry entirely neceſſary. For tis, My Lord, I 


think, a Matter of the higheſt Conſequence to the 


Honour of Chriſtianity in general, to conſider 
whether its Prieſthood be of Divine or Humane 
Inſtitution. When it is conſider'd it has always 
been, the Boaſt of the moſt Idolatrous, and Pagan 
Prieſts, that they had their Miſſion, immediately 
from the Gods they worſhip'd ; it muſt certainly 
depretiate the Chriſtian Prieſthood below all o- 
thers, to ſuppoſe that alone deriv'd from the Civil 
Pewer. Tis true, we are commanded to 'fubz1t to 
every Ordinance of Man; but no one is more ſenſible 
than your Lordſhip, how very averſe the great Law 
of Nature is to this Precept, tho' the Divine Au- 
thority of the Writer, has given it an undeniable 
Sandt ion from Heaven. Wicked, and profligate 
Men, have in all Ages, been ready enough to ſay 
theſes Things; but it is exceeding Pitty they ſhould 
have any Encouragement from ſuch as you. Tho' 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood would looſe very little 
Ground, by the moſt prying Examination of the 
beſt of the Laity ; yet the Light, and Superficial,are 
always, your Lordſhip muſt needs know, Wiſer than 
their Teachers ; and did not the better Senſe, and En- 

| | quiries 
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quiries of others; poſitively pronounce them Di- 


Gown, ſo far is it from the wonted Reſpect and 


676) 


vinely Commiſſion d, we ſhould find them treated 
(as the Apoſtle complains in his Time) as the Filth 
and Offcouring of the World ! | 

At once, with Pleaſure; and Horror, I ſpeak 
it; in this Age, ſo ſunk is the Reputation of the 


Veneration, was formerly ſhewn it, that it has ſur 


been often mention'd to me, with a fort of abl 


melancholly Complement, that any Thing in: 
Fayour of Religion, from even ſuch mean Pens fe 
as mine, is better receiv'd by far, than the moſt — 


elaborate Work of a Clergy - Man. Tis with 


reat Joy, I embrace the Opportunity of Baffling : 
o unreaſonable, ſo monſtrous a Prejudice ; and Pop 


that I can, in the meaneſt Degree, convince þ D575 
ſuch People, of the Poſſibility of being in Ear. b m 
neſt for Religion, without (as they term it) 2** 
Writing for my Trade: But, what can we 15 
ſay, My Lord, when the Queſtion is put thus 2 
home to us, Thow that. abborref? Idols, dof# thou Jene 
commit Sacrilege © | 3 
We are told by St. Paul, That ſome Preach'd Chrif wy 
through Envy; yet, ſtill as Chriſt was preach'd — 
at all, the Holy Men rejoicd. This may not: ei 
be our Caſe at preſent, admit it be for Gain; over. 
3 


yet let us appear, at leaſt as much in Earneſt fal 
for the Goddeſs as the Shrines. If the Prieſthood 
be at laſt a Trade; let it, however, hold faſt its tha; 

Charter, and ſince the World have for the molt _. : 

Part, believ'd that Charter Originally to be Divine, wn 
let the Notion be ſtill kept up; and only the veſt | 
Wits, and Merry-Andrews of the Age, blab out |. 5 
the Cbeat. Such a Notion to be ſure can do Pre 
no Hurt, our moſt refin'd Politicians allow, Prieſt: | whe 


are the fineſt Fellows in the World to keep theſ & 


Mob 


— LAST 


NN tw 


. DI => 
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Mob in awe, and have made it one Objection 
againſt our Cbarity-Scbools, that the Children are 
made as wiſe as themſelves. if 


with deſignedly encouraging theſe Conſequences; 
but, I wonder your Lordſhip ſhould be unmind- 
ful, there are too many that will. It cannot 
ſure have ſcap'd your Notice, what a remark- 


able Malice is hourly diſplay'd againſt the Clergy 


in general; and ſure, your Lordſhip cannot have 
forgot how eaſy it was to prove Nabotb 4 Blaſ- 
pbemer, when Abab bad a mind to bu Vint-jard. 


The old Stuff of Proteſtantiſm, and Zeal againft 
Popery, may ſerve well enough to keep up the 
Dinn of a Mug-Houſe, or the Huz%a of a Bonefire ; 
but the Man of Parts and Diſt inction, is for Damn- 
ing the Parſons in general; and all the World 
knows his Motto is, Prieſts of all Religions are the 


Believe me, My Lord, tis with exceeding Sor- 
row I obſerve, any your Lordſhip has faid, 
ſhould give Birth to ſuch melancholly Reflections; 


and, had not your Lordſhip's too great Plainneſs 


in theſe Particulars, been impoflible to be paſsd 
over, gladly would I have declin'd this ungrate- 
ful Task: But to find the Office of the Prieft- 
hood, the moſt exalted and Divine Prieſthood, 
that God Almighty ever bleſsd the World with, 
contended by your Lordſhip, only to be a Crea- 
ture of the State; and that thoſe who are in- 
veſted with the higheſt Parts in' it, ſhould be 


repreſented as acknowledging, nay, ſwearing to 


this themſelves; the good old Principles I have 
learn'd from my honeſt Fore-Fathers ; the Do- 
ctrines of the Church, in which I've been brought 


uy 3 


Far be it from me, My Lord, to charge you 
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z and the Dodrines of the Goſpel too, would 
vos bone abs Thoughts of ſachs Notion. Thi 
ſure, My Lord, is the worſt Pick'd Time that 


could be choſe, to broach a Principle fo odious; 


God knows, we are far enough now, from be- 
ing Prieff-ridpen. | 5 a 1 tert 


Nor does the Vindication of any of our par- 1-2 
ticular Laws, at all render ſuch a Uſe of the Poi 
Qffice of the Prieſthood, as is entirely Divine, IM the 
and commiſfion'd by Chriſt, at all neceſſary to 
be voided; for, however the Letter of the Lavil 1 
may be expreſs d, it ſeems more than probable, Lay 
the Senſe of our Legiſiazors was thereby, only to Lor 
take their Civil Licence, and Protection away, ſol © © 
as it ſhould be Penal, for them ſo to excerciſe © tl 
their Function, as if they had them: And this 


the preſent Practice againſt the Non- jurors, ſeem | 
to prove; for, tho' by their Nyqn-jurancy, they Y 
are render'd incapable .to exerciſe their Mini a Pc 
ſterial Function, in any Licenſed Aſſemblies; yet not 
I have not heard, it hath been deem'd Crimi-M {pr 
nal (in the Eye of Law that deprives them | 
or takes away its own Licenſe, or Protection, B 
when ſuch Exerciſes have been perform'd f ted; 
them, in their own; Private Aſſemblies. I ſay, IM you: 
have not heard of any one that has been pro tran 
ſecuted for bare Non jurancy, nor their Admiſiriupor 
tions, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the lea iin 
diſputed by any, at their Priyate Aſſemblies M the ! 
and this enclines me to think, the Law is no and! 
levell'd againſt their Function in general, but on giver 
ſuch Exerciſes of it, as come under its more in Body 
mediate Lycenſe, and Protection. Conſequenti) 15 
what your Lordſhip ſo earneſtly contends foi Ye 
in the Civil Power, by Way of Commutat im tily 
or, as your Lordſhip terms it, Chuſing a , ſupp. 
. inſtead of a greater Puniſhment, is entirely needleſſ Dei 


| 


(75) 
id Min the Application, and is no more the genuine, 


is and original Senſe of the Law, than the Docłrine, 
at Neither of che Church, or Holy Scriptures. 


e. This, M4 Lord, I mention, not that I could de. 
termine my Opinion in a Point of this Nature, by 
all the Laws on Earth; but to ſhew that it is at 

ir- leaſt doubt ful, whether you have not carry'd the 

he Point of Lay- Depri vation, further a great deal, than 
je, the Law of the Land. „ 


There is one Thing more, the Conſequence of 
le, Lay Deprivation, which I find ſtated by your 
tb Lordſhip. © Doth nor this Doctrine allow a Nero, 
ſo or a Fulian, utterly to deſtroy the Church, and 
iſef thereby to fruſtrate our Saviour's Promiſe. 
his Page 57. | - | 

fl Your Lordſhip's Anſwet to this, is; That ſuch 
ni ¶ a Power of Deprivation in the Civil Power, would 
yet not be ſo deſtructive to the Church, as Baniſhing, 


ni. 1-priſoring, and Executing. 
, But this, My Lord, can by no means be admit- 
bl ted; becauſe, in all the Inſtances mention'd by 


your Lordſhip, as allowd, the Function may be 
tranſmitted to-O:bers, tho' the Mar is ſacrific'd ; but 
upon the Suppoſition of a total Deprivation; Validly 
ariſing from an Edict, or Law of {ich an Emperor; 
the Function icfelf muſt of courſe been extinct, and 
and ſo I think the Church itſelf; a Miniſtry, being 
given, if we believe the Apoſtle, for the edifimg the 
Body of Chriſt, £14 


: Your Lordſhip, Jam ſenſible, complains migh- 
tily under the Weight of this Conſequence, and 
ſuppoſes it giving mighty Advantage to tlie 
Deijtz, to mention _ thing of this _—_ 3 
5 rb 
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but then, My Lord, let it be conſider'd, from 

whence it ariſes; and whether he that aſſerts | 
the Validity of Lay-Deprivation, does not put to 
ſuch a Power into the Hands of any Prince, ¶ rec 
who has a Mind to exerciſe it? To tell us MO ha: 
Chriſt's Promiſe will hold good, notwithſtand ful 
all poſſible Attempts of this Nature; and that 

when a Prince exerciſes ſuch a Juriſdiction, he 1 1 
miſtakes his Power, is, I think, in other Words, par 


to own ſuch a Power, does not belong to him, ©, 


and then all are agreed, and theſe Difficulties WW the 
vaniſh in a Moment. vag 


Conſequences, as they are generally manag'd, ¶ z,;; 
is a Way of arguing, I am far from inſiſting mal 
on; and therefore I have preſented ſuch as oc- ¶ Pro 
curr'd to my mean Obſervation, thus at the WW Aby 
End of this Curſory Work. Miſtake of the MW Flat 
Premiſes from 'whence they are drawn, or falſe, 

or ignorant Deduttions from them, often render 1 
them exceeding fallacious. Not but ſomething W Thi 
of this Nature is uſeful; ſometimes to right Min « 


People to their Duty; and thoſe who are not ¶ this 


to be moved by any thing that is generous, ¶ cert: 
and manly, are this Way perſuaded to think it be i 
their Intereſt to be honeſt. But you, My Lord, ¶ terta 
need not be told the Conſequences of your No- profe 
tions, who ſo directly, and openly avow them Peri. 
in their Particulars. Lay-Deprivation alone, is not WI ha 
to be contended for by your Lordſhip, but the Mcred 
Orders of the Chriſtian Prieſthood in general 
muſt be call'd a Nicety; Authoritative Benedict ion, 
and Abſolution, only Terms of Art; the Scripture 
that proves this Power, an Amuſement; and the 
Dreadful Sentence of Excommunication, only a Dream, 
and a Trifte, 


Good 


. 


i E 0 ry. 7c) i 
$ Good God! What, My:Lord, could tempt you 
t to theſe ſtrange Expreſſions? When Julius Cæſar 
» receiv'id the fatal. Stab from Brus, he ſeem'd to 
5 have forgot all his other Wounds, and mourn- 
i fully cry'd out, Aud THOU Brumm: 5 
t fy . 5 3 
e Never was there a People yet upon Earth, ſo 
„ barbarous, ſo loſt to every Senſe of God, ard 


Goodneſs, but were ſtruck with ſome Awe, ac 
the Bleſſings, or Curſes of their Prieſts; the Sa- 
vage Nature of an ancient Gas}, would yet-ftart 
at the Sentence of Excommunicatin; and ſhalt a 
d, Briton! a Church of England Man! a Chriftian:? 
SW make it his Paſftime! The Soul thus ſunk in dire 
c- Wl Progreſive Ill, muſt quite ſtupid view the Dark 
1 Wl Abyſs, and only tremble, when ſhe's plung'd in 
ae Flames! 0 901917 7} Not 


s 


I cannot forbear ſome Warmth, when I find 
Things of the moſt ſacred, and aweful Nature 
in the World, thus made a Jeſt of, I am forcy 
this ſhould be in an Addreſs of this Kind; but 
| certainly there is a Time, when we ought to 
be in Earneſt. I know not how it may be en- 
tertain'd; but I can with the utmoſt. Sincericy 
profeſs, I am nat byaſs'd in the leaſt, either by 
m Perſonal, or Party Regards. Should any thing 
10t I have ſaid, be unbecoming your Lordſhip's Sa- 
he ¶ cred Character, and that Reverence, I own, I 
ought to pay it, as it was entirely undeſigned, 
lo I ſhall immediately own it a Fault; and 
with abundance of Readineſs, more far than k 
was to be Guilty, acknowledge, and re- cant it: 
But if the Nature of the Argument only ſhould 
bear hard, if I find not Candour to excuſe, I 
ſhall very little concern my felf at that. As 
what I have here pre ſented, flows from the 

5 . ſincere 
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ſhew it, by ſtrictly correſponding with its 'Peace- 


the publick Peace. 


have contributed to our paſt, and preſent Di 


would do well ſeriouſly to conſider. 
laudable the End propos'd may be, we may rel 
aſſurd, we ought not to play 


(82) 
fincere Dictates of my Conſcience, ſo I muſt ayow 
(tho this might not be expected from me) the 


little ſordid Malice of a paultry Pen, ſhall only 


move Diſdain. I am very ſenſible what Arts ace 
us d to intimidate, and daunt an honeſt Mind, 


but I fear not what my worſt Enemies can fay: 
IT cannot imagine, either Religion, or Loyalty, to 


lie in Names; nor can I ſee any neceſſary Con- 


ſequence, between being a Lower of the Church 
that nurs'd me, and an Enemy to the Government, 


They that fill our Streets with Mobs and Out- 


rage, let their Cry be what it will, High-Chnrcb, 
or King GEORGE for ever! I can't but think 


the Scandal and Diſgrace of both. Now the Con- 
vulſions of the State ſeem in ſome Meaſure ap- 
peas'd, 'tis to be hop'd all wiſe, and honeſt Men, 
will at leaſt concur in this: Nor ought the 
moſt ſpecious Pretences, to draw them from it, 
Let thoſe, who pretend to be for the Church, 


able Doctrines; and ſure it may be expected from 
Gentlemen of Lzyalry, that they will not diſturd 


Theſe Things may ſeem very foreign, to be 
menticn'd to you, Ay Lord, but it can't be im. 
proper in any thing at this Time, that bears 1 
publick View, to exhort People no longer to 
be cheated with Words. How much ſuch Art 


ſtractions, they who have usd them, on all. Sides 
Howe vel 


8 the Devil fc 

God's Sake; or, in the better Language of ai 

Apoſtle, Du Evil that Good may come of at, II 

very ſtrange ſo many People ſhould know 10 

Mean, between leaping Hedge and 3 
| | | £10; 


„ 

being ty'd Neck and Heels; and tis ſtranger yet, 
that Gentleman of better Senſe and Diſtinction, 
ſhould encourage ſuch a Folly. A Man, indeed, 
would not very readily Expoſtulate with the Wind, 
or Syllogize with a tempeſtuous Sea, but when 
he conſiders himſelf, embark'd in the Veſſel that 
muſt bear their Shocks, he will ſure omit 
no Endeavours to keep it from Sinking. To 
ſee a Parcel of idle vagrant Wretches on one 


fide, ready to ſwear all Oaths, but that of the 


Abjuration , bauling for the Church; and another 
call'd his Oppoſite, who would ſell his Saviour 
for leſs than Judas did, bellowing againſt Popery ; 


To ſee ſuch monſtrous Madneſs of the People as 
this, and any ways Joyn and Abet their Wicked- 


neſs, is the preſent Shame of the Age, and will 
be the Reproach of Poſterity. The Church owes 
no thanks to ſuch as theſe, they are her Scandals, 
pierce ber through with many Sorrows ; and the Name 
of a Proteſtant, is made fo ridiculous by this 
means, that I could almoſt wiſh the very Name 


were loſt. Is it not a horrid thing, that ſuch 


a Set of Miſcreants, as deny even viſible Chriſti - 
anity, ſhould skreen themſelves under the Name 
of our Brother Proteſtants? Happy were it for us, 
were this Evil only kept up by Mobbs! No, we 
have ſet Cabals, ſtated Societies of this Brood of 


Monſters, which though as different in Particu- 


lars, as the confus'd Languages of Babel, yet 
muſt all be known by the Name of Proteſtants. 


Known (oh Righteous God!) not only among 


themſelves, in the Secret Synagogues of their own 


Conventions, tis not only the Language of their 


own Gang, but we find them complemented with 


it by others, and the Man that honeſtly Protefts 


agaialt their Abominations,. is void of Temper ! 
void of Moderation? ; 


But 
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But is there nothing that is wicked and exe. 
crable, at laſt, to be abhorr'd but Popery? Can 
ve deteſt the Parent Viper, and yet Careſs her Pro- 
geny ? The Church of Rome to this Nation has 
been a true Viper, which when (as the Naturaliſts 
inform us) it has diſcharg'd her Brood, finding 
them afterwards grow Troubleſome, gorging them 
down again into her Belly, She finds them eating 
up her very Bowels. 1 ofa 


. Unhappy Ifle , are ſuch as theſe your Prote- 
Rants ! Will no -good Angel point you out your 
Friends. Look back to diſtant Times, and View 
our bleſt Reformers. Could they want Zeal 
againſt Popery 2 View the Stakes and Flames, 
they honeſtly expir'd in. They taught not their 
Religion by embattl'd Armies, but bravely argu'd 
firſt, and then contented died. Theſe were your 
Proteſtants; Men who were in earneſt for Reli- 


gion, and made the Name in After-ages venera -. 
ble. Superſtition and Idolatry, tis true they ha- 


ted, and had they liv'd in theſe Times, they would 
have been equally Zealous againſt the Rudeneſs 
and Indecency of Phanaticiſm. Proteſtantiſm was 
not then barely a Name to ſwell the Throats 
of a Mobb, but was meant only as an honeſt De- 
claration againſt che Corruptions of the Times. 


Let us for Shame therefore ceaſe the Word, with: : 


out we keep its original Meaning, and ſhew our 
juſt Averſion to Popery, rather by the Strength 
of our Arguments, than the Noiſe of our Voices. 


"Tis not to be conceived the Pleaſure the Church 


of Rome takes, to hear ſome of our Modern Prote- 
ffants declaim againſt it. She has long practiſed 
this Are with Succeſs, to preſent thoſe as moſt 
enclin'd to her, who have argu'd beſt againſt 


her; and depend on it, though her Arguments do, 


her 
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her Malice will never fail. Look over the Wri- 
tings of the Church of England, and then judge 
who is the moſt formidable Enemy to Popery ; 
What that is worth looking at, ever came from 
our other Sets of Proteſtants? Look back but to 
the Reign they ſo much talk of. I mean that of 
King James the Second, and what did they ſay 
then againſt Popery? They fatally foro d that un- 
happy Prince to beg his Bread in Popiſh Coun- 
tries (curſed be their Wrath, for it was Cruel !) where 
he imbib'd their Superſtitions, - but what was of- 
fer'd by any, except our own Divines, to take 
away his fatal Prejudices ? No, they confirm'd his 


Error, preſented him ſuch a frightful Scene of 


Proteſtantiſm , as made him like the barbarouſly 
treated Pagans by the Spaniards, prefer any Hell, 
to the Heaven, that muſt have their Company. 
His ſubtle Prieſts about him ſoon, very eaſily per- 
ſuaded him againſt ſuch new Ligbt and Conſcience, 
which had almoſt expounded away not only eve- 
ry Article of the Creed, but even the firſt Princi- 
ples of Morality. Unhappy Prince! young was 
he when he loſt his marcyr'd Father's Inſtructions, 
and Nature almoft forc'd him to abhor that Name, 


which to him ſeem'd ſtill, with Triumph wa- 


ding in his Father's Blood. But we can ſure di- 
ſtinguiſh better, let us therefore diſclaim ſuch 
Wretches any longer, as Proteſtants, or at leaſt, if 
they will uſe the Name, becauſe we will be di- 
ftinguiſh'd from them, let ours be that of Cöri- 
ſtians. TD | 


Who they are, their ſtrange and damnable Prin- 
ciples do moſt ſurely ſpeak. By their br aits you ſhall 
know them, and by their Malice, perhaps, may feel 
them. I ſpeak not againſt Perſons but Things, 
and leave your own Obſervation to diſcover where 
the Poiſon lies. Boy 


Pardon, 
9 8 


Pardon me, My Lord, if our Modern Methods of 
Blending all Opinions, under the Common Name 


lar 

of Proteſtant , makes me feem to forget who theſe {Wilio 
Papers were firſt addreſs'd to; the Wound that in 
Smarts moſt , naturally engages our wiſh, for a Int 
Cure. Some may call this Coallition, Comprehenſion,, ght) 
Moderation, or what they will, to me it appears Wrſon 
down right confounding the Diſtinct ions of Good Wen 
and Evil, and putting Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet Id, 
For Bitter. Our Excellent Church, to me, has ak Who a 
ways ſeem'd like her great King, and Lord, cruci- Ncred 
fied between two Thieves, and I wiſh I could fay, Wurc| 


either of them were like to prove: a Penitent. 
The misfortunes of Education and Ignorance, no 
Man is willing to conſider with more Candor than 
I, but certainly they are moſt highly to blame, 
who ſew Pillows under ſuch Peoples Arms, and 
indulge their Follies, Is not all Error diſplea- 
ſing to God, why then muſt riot our Proteſtant 
Brethren, as is the Faſhion to call them, have the 
Truth as fully and learnedly laid before them, as 
the Romans? But to ſee every ridiculous Fellow 
inveighing againſt the one, and no notice, nay, 
the Truth mincd and ſham'd for fear of diſpleaſing 
the other; This is ſuch a Partialicy, let it be com. 
plain'd on by High-Church, as ſome love to call 
them, or who they will, that I hope will be con- 
ſider'd by all Men of Senſe, before too late. 


Is there no way to avoid the force of Popery, 
but by encouraging ſuch Pripciples as are enough 
to fink the World co Atheiſm? Let any impartial 
Man conſider, who our Excellent Church is at 
preſent moſt impudently attack d by Papiſts, or 
Atheiſts, ( for ſeveral of our Modern Dealers in 
New Light, ſeem to me to be little better) and 
then determine where moſt immediately lies out 

8 | | Dan get 
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nger. I ſcorn, My Lord, to calumniate parti- 
jar Perſons, under the Covert of general Ex- 
effions , and as the Nature of Diſputes of this ſore, 
in a great meaſure take their Malignity from 
> Intention of the Heart, I deſire only God Al- 
ghty might determine, the Guilt of particular 
rſons. However, that the Truth ſhould not be 
ren up, I think all will allow; and this, My. 
yd, was it induc'd me to give you this Trouble, 
o am with the profoundeſt Reverence, to the 
cred Character, your Lordſhip bears in the 
urch, and not the leaſt Perſonal Picque, | 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's | | = 
en 

Moft Obedient Servant, 


Joſeph Smith, 
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X Moon, Charles Rivington, at the Bible 3 in St. Pa 
f Church yard ; R. Goſling at the Mitre, and J. B 
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